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Lee  County  contracted  with  the  Division  of  Community 
Planning  in  August,  1966,  for  technical  assistance  in 
preparing  and  implementing  a  county-wide  planning  program0 
This  program  is  jointly  financed  by  Lee  County  and  a 
planning  assistance  grant  from  the  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  of  the  Federal  governmento 

Lee  County  adopted  an  ordinance  in  September,  1966, 
creating  a  county  Planning  Board  in  accordance  with 
North  Carolina  General  Statutes  153-9  (40),   The  duties 
of  the  Planning  Board  are  "to  make  a  careful  study  of 
the  resources,  possibilities  and  needs  of  the  county, 
particularly  with  respect  to  the  conditions  which  may  be 
injurious,  and  to  make  plans  for  the  development  of  the 
countys.."   The  County  Commissioners  appointed  the  mem™ 
bers  of  the  Planning  Board  in  December,  1966,   Since 
their  appointment,  the  Planning  Board  has  been  working 
with  the  Division  of  Community  Planning  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  this  study  as  well  as  other  matters  of  importance 
to  the  development  of  the  county, 

In  addition  to  this  study,  Potential  for  Development ,  the 
Division  of  Community  Planning  will  be  preparing  a  Land 
Development  Plan,  Community  Facilities  Plan,  Public 
Improvements  Program,  Zoning  Ordinance  and  Subdivision 
Regu la  t  io  ns  , 

Many  individuals  and  agencies  have  helped  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  this  study,   The  special  60th  Anniversary  issue 
of  the  Sanford  Herald  was  particularly  helpful  in  pre- 
senting historical  information  of  the  county.   The  Soil 
Conservation  Service  has  provided  extensive  information 
on  soils.   The  agricultural  extension  service  has  helped 
with  the  brief  survey  of  agricultural  activities  and 
future  needs,   The  Sanford  Planning  Board  has  made  all  of 
its  resources  available  to  the  county,   The  State  Division 
of  Water  Resources,  the  State  Geologist,  the  Employment 
Security  Commission  and  others  have  also  supplied  essen- 
tial information, 


The  county  planning  program  is  concerned  primarily  with 
the  county  area  outside  of  Sanford.   The  Sanford  Planning 
Board  has  prepared  a  thorough  series  of  studies  and  plans 
for  Sanford  and  the  one-mile  fringe  area.   The  City  of 
Sanford  has  authority  to  control  development  in  the  one- 
mile  fringe  area  as  well  as  within  the  corporate  limits 
through  zoning  and  subdivision  regulations^   City  and 
county  officials  are  studying  means  of  consolidating  city 
and  county  planning  activities.   Presently,  the  Planning 
Boards  are  cooperating  informally  in  order  to  coordinate 
the  two  programs. 
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Planning  may  involve  many  different  things  but  it  almost 
always  requires  a  clear  establishment  of  goals  and  objec- 
tives and  then  the  development  of  some  means  of  achieving 
the  desired  objectives*   The  county  planning  program  is 
concerned  with  the  future  of  the  county  -  its  land,  its 
economy,  and,  above  all,  its  people  s   The  planning  board 
has  been  appointed  to  determine  the  best  course  of 
development  for  the  county.   In  this  difficult  task,  the 
board  will  be  guided  by  what  it  feels  is  the  public 
interest , 


The  first  step,  presented  in  this  study,  is  an  inventory 
of  the  county  as  it  now  exists.  This  inventory  includes 
both  problems  and  resources,  assets  and  liabilities.  It 
gives  an  idea  of  how  the  county  arrived  at  its  present 


condition,  what  the  present  situation  is,  and  what  future 
changes  will  probably  take  place=   This  potential  study 
includes  much  of  the  information  upon  which  the  Planning 
Board  will  base  its  plans  and  regulations. 

Lee  County  has  an  opportunity  to  shape  the  development 
which  will  take  place  in  rural  areas*   The  county  will 
undoubtedly  continue  to  grow  and  if  an  imaginative  and 
feasible  plan  can  guide  this  growth,  the  area  will  become 
a  much  better  place  in  which  to  work  and  live.   The 
alternative  is  development  splattered  across  the  country- 
side resulting  in  conflicts  between  different  types  of 
land  uses  and  inefficient  provision  of  services  where 
they  can  be  provided  at  all.   The  Lee  County  planning 
program  differs  from  most  urban  programs  in  that  it  is 
largely  concerned  with  new  development  rather  than  re- 
development of  existing  areas>   Much  of  the  county  is 
not  yet  committed  to  any  particular  type  of  development 
and  many  different  forms  of  development  are  possible. 
The  Planning  Board  may  wish  to  suggest  new  types  of  land 
development  m  addition  to  the  general  guidelines  of 
subdivision  regulations  and  the  zoning  ordinance. 
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The  land  use  survey  provides  information  of  the  location 
of  different  activities  in  the  county.   This  inventory 
shows  where  the  county  must  start  in  planning  future 
development.   Present  land  use  patterns  are  the  result  of 
many  decisions  over  a  long  period  of  time ,   Through 
analysis  of  the  present  situation  we  can  determine  what 
some  of  the  trends  are  and  what  factors  influence  deve- 
lopment.,  Thus  we  can  both  predict  future  development 
and  determine  how  best  to  guide  future  development  in  the 
desired  direction,, 


Lee  County  is  located  in  the  geographical  center  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina.   Sanford  is  the  largest  city  in 
a  five  county  area  and  is  the  major  trade  center  for  Lee 
County  and  adjacent  counties.   The  following  map  shows 
highway  distances  to  county  seats  of  adjacent  counties 
and  other  major  cities. 


HIGHWAY  DISTANCES  FROM 
SANFORD 


O  GREENSBORO 


TRANSPORTATION 


One  of  the  earliest  transportation  links  to  the  Lee 
County  area  was  the  Fayetteville  and  Western  Plank  Road 
between  Fayetteville  and  Salem.   The  Plank  Road  passed 
through  what  is  now  the  southern  boundary  of  the  county. 
A  stock  company  built  the  toll  road  to  maintain  and  im- 
prove business  in  Fayetteville  since  it  did  not  have  any 
railroad  connections  at  that  time.   The  Arnold  House  on 
County  Line  Road  in  Moore  County  was  built  in  the  early 
1850's  to  serve  as  a  toll  house  and  tavern  on  the  Plank 
Road  . 
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STATE  MAINTAINED  ROAD  MILEAGE 
(JANUARY,  1967) 
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Sanford  began  as  a  byproduct  of  railroad  activities,  and 
the  story  of  its  early  development,  as  that  of  the  entire 
section,  is  largely  an  account  of  the  railroads  which 
laid  their  tracks  through  the  area  many  years  ago* 


RAILROADS 


The  Raleigh  and  Augusta  Air  Line  Railroad,  a  predecessor 
of  the  present  Seaboard  Coast  Line  Railroad,  was  chartered 
in  1861=   Originally  named  the  Chatham  Railroad,  the 
Raleigh  and  Augusta  Air  Line  completed  construction  of 
the  link  between  Sanford  and  Raleigh  in  1872.   Their 
eventual  objective  of  forming  a  connection  with  the 
Carolina  Central  Railroad  at  Hamlet  was  reached  in  1875, 

Three  rail  lines  now  serve  Sanford:  Seaboard  Coast  Line 
Railroad,  Southern  Railway,  and  the  Atlantic  and  Western 
Ra  i  lr oad > 

The  Southern  Railway  runs  daily  from  Greensboro  and  re- 
turns ■ 

Seaboard  Coast  Line,  the  most  active  line,  has  twelve 
north-south  passenger  trains  with  eight  of  these  stopping 
in  Sanford  and  varying  numbers  of  freight  trains  in  a  24 
hour  period.   An  additional  train  runs  daily  from 
Wilmington  to  Sanford  and  returns. 


The  Atlantic  and  Western  Railway  Company  is  an  independent 
line  which  runs  from  Sanford  to  Jonesboro  and  two  miles 
beyond,  serving  industries  in  the  area.   It  connects  with 
the  other  rail  lines  serving  Sanford.   At  one  time  the 
line  extended  to  Lillington  but  the  20  miles  of  track 
between  Jonesboro  and  Lillington  were  abandoned  in  1961. 


AIRPORT 


The  Lee  County  area  is  served  by  the  Sanford  Municipal 
Airport.   The  airport  is  located  on  a  50  acre  tract  of 
land  adjoining  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  Railroad,  just  off 
the  Tramway  Road,  three  miles  south  of  Sanford  between 
Jonesboro  Heights  and  Tramway, 


The  airport  has  a  paved  3,750  foot  runway,  hangar  area 
and  aircraft  tie-down  area.   For  night  operations  the 
facility  has  runway  lights  and  an  aviation  beacon  light 
mounted  on  a  tower.   There  are  two  hangars  in  use  and 
another  under  construction.   Other  improvements  are  a 
small  office  building,  a  well,  and  gasoline  tanks. 

The  airport  and  facilities  are  owned  by  the  City  of 
Sanford  and  are  under  the  control  of  the  Sanford  Munici- 
pal Airport  Commission.   The  airport  was  started  by  a 
private  corporation.   After  the  corporation  had  completed 
the  first  steps  in  the  development  of  the  airport,  a  bond 
resolution  for  the  purchase  of  the  airport  was  passed  by 
voters  in  1963,   The  deed  to  the  land  and  existing 
facilities  were  then  transferred  to  the  City  of  Sanford 
at  a  cost  of  $88,414.33  on  June  22,  1963,  and  the  private 
corporation  was  dissolved. 

Future  plans  for  the  airport  include:   extension  of  the 
runway  from  its  present  3,750  feet  to  4,500  feet,  an 
additional  taxiway  to  run  the  length  and  parallel  to  the 
runway,  obtaining  land  for  more  hangar  space,  and  a 
paved  parking  area  for  cars. 
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The  original  boundary  between  Moore  and  Chatham  Counties 
was  the  Lord  Granville  Line  which  marked  the  southern 
limit  of  the  Granville  Grant,   This  area,  reaching  north- 
ward to  the  Virginia  boundary  and  westward  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  was  granted  by  George  III  to  Lord  Granville  when 
the  Lords  Proprietors-relinquished  their  rights  to  the 
rest  of  Carolina  in  1740.   The  line  was  actually  surveyed 
from  Bath  to  a  point  south  of  Salisbury  and  became  the 
boundary  between  the  Crown  lands  on  the  south  and  the 
Granville  lands  on  the  north.   At  that  time  the  Granville 
lands  were  known  as  Orange  County  and  the  Crown  lands  as 
Bladen  County . 


Settlement  of  Lee  County  began  about  1745,  probably  in 
the  area  of  the  mouth  of  Lick  Creek  and  Buckhorn  Falls. 
The  Commissioners  who  surveyed  the  Granville  line  that 
year  stated  that  they  were  postponing  further  work  to  the 
westward,  partially  because  of  the  lack  of  anyone  in  the 
area  to  assist  them. 

After  1745  settlement  along  the  Cape  Fear,  Haw  and  Deep 
Rivers  probably  proceeded  more  rapidly.   Settlers  came 
from  three  sources:   up  the  Cape  Fear  from  Wilmington 
region,  overland  from  the  Albemarle  Sound  area,  and  from 
the  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  areas  by  way  of  the  Dan 
River  valley  and  the  upper  Deep  River. 

The  early  land  barons  established  themselves  close  to  the 
coast  and  there  made  contacts  with  immigrants.   Most 
immigrants  settled  in  coastal  areas  but  some  made  their 
way  up  the  Cape  Fear  River  and  located  on  relatively 
small  tracts  along  the  rivers.   Lowlands  along  the  streams 
were  settled  first  for  their  fertile  land  and  springs. 
Rarely  were  early  homes  established  on  the  hills.   Only 
when  all  prime  bottom  land  had  been  taken  up  did  settlers 
begin  to  enter  and  develop  hill  lands. 

Most  of  the  early  Cape  Fear  settlers  were  English  and 
Welsh.   The  flood-tide  of  Highland  Scotch  did  not  reach 
Lee  County  until  just  prior  to  the  1776  Revolution.   They 
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came  up  Upper  Little  River,  perhaps  because  that  stream 
was  considered  infertile  and  had  not  been  developed. 
This  group  remained  primarily  in  the  area  southeast  of 
San  f o  rd . 

At  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War  only  two  roads  of 
importance  crossed  Lee  County.   First  was  the  Old  Pee 
Dee  Road  which  led  from  Avent's  Bridge  via  Broadway  to 
Lemon  Springs  Station  and  on  to  Moore  County.   The 
second,  called  Shepherd's  Road,  led  from  Ramsey's  Mill 
(Lockville)  on  Deep  River  via  Poplar  Springs  Church, 
passing  just  east  of  Shallow  Well  Church,  and  crossing 
the  Pee  Dee  Road  near  Spout  Springs  in  Harnett  County. 

Over  the  Pee  Dee  Road  passed  travelers  between  the 
Albemarle  region  and  the  Pee  Dee  settlements  in  South 
Carolina.   Shepherd's  Road  carried  traffic  between 
Hillsborough  and  the  Cape  Fear  settlements  at  Cross 
Creek  and  Wilmington. 


THE  REVOLUTIONARY  WAR 


The  earlier  settlers  of  Lee  County  had  long  been  isolated 
and  were  ready  to  cut  the  last  ties  which  still  loosely 
bound  them  to  England  when  the  war  for  independence  broke 
out.   However,  the  newly  arrived  Scotch  refused  to  take 
sides  with  the  earlier  settlers  and  instead  made  war  on 
them.   A  general  inhumane,  internecine,  neighborhood  war- 
fare arose  and  continued  long  after  military  issues  of 
the  conflict  had  been  settled.   For  this  reason,  the 
Cape  Fear  region  is  said  to  have  suffered  more  from  the 
war  than  did  other  sections  of  America. 


No  battles  were  fought  in  Lee  County,  but  the  forces  of 
General  Gates,  Nathaniel  Green  and  Lord  Cornwallis  all 
traversed  its  roads  more  than  once. 

Following  the  war,  settlers  again  began  to  arrive  at 
Wilmington  -  mostly  Highlanders  -  and  by  1812,  the  en- 
tire region,  though  sparsely  populated,  can  be  said  to 
have  been  settled. 
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Further  development  in  the  county  was  slow  until  better 
transportation  routes  opened  up  the  county.   Early  access 
routes  to  the  county  were  the  rivers  and  the  first  locks 
on  the  Deep  River  were  built  as  early  as  1830  when  pro- 
moters tried  to  make  the  Upper  Cape  Fear  navigable  for 
small  boats.   The  locks  were  badly  designed  and  eventually 
abandoned . 


EARLY  RIVER  TRANSPORTATION 


When  iron  and  coal  deposits  were  discovered  above  Buck- 
horn  Falls,  interest  in  navigation  in  the  Upper  Cape 
Fear  and  Deep  River  was  revived.   In  1848  a  navigation 
company  was  organized  to  make  the  rivers  navigable  as  far 
as  Frankl  invi 1 le .   Between  1850  and  1858  this  company 
built  a  system  of  locks  from  Buckhorn  on  the  Cape  Fear  to 
the  present  Lockville  plant  site  on  Deep  River. 


One  was  located  on  the  east  banks  of  the  Cape  Fear  just 
over  the  Chatham  County  line  in  Harnett  County.   The 
other  was  on  the  south  bank  of  Deep  River  2  miles  east  of 
Cumnock  near  the  Egypt  coal  mine.   Both  went  into  opera- 
tion in  1862 . 

The  blast  furnace  on  Deep  River  was  named  for  the  fabled 
witch  of  Endor.   Built  on  the  river  bank,  it  was  charged 
from  the  plateau  45  feet  above  and  produced  about  20  tons 
daily.   Both  furnaces  closed  at  the  end  of  the  war. 

In  1870,  George  Granville  Lobde  1  1  ,  a  Delaware  iron 
master,  came  to  the  area  searching  for  the  source  of  the 
superior  quality  steel  used  by  the  Confederacy.   He 
organized  the  Cape  Fear  and  Steel  Company  and  set  out  to 
make  a  Pittsburg  of  the  South  out  of  the  Buckhorn  -  Deep 
River  country,   He  placed  the  old  Endor  furnace  back  in 
operation  and  erected  a  rolling  mill  on  the  plateau  back 
of  it.   He  also  began  construction  of  a  battery  of 
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Bessemer  blast  furnaces  at  Buckhorn,   Locks  and  dams  be- 
tween Buckhorn  and  Endor  were  repaired  and  the  steamer, 
George  A.  Lobdell,  began  pulling  ore  barges  from  Buckhorn 
to  Endor  . 

In  1874,  the  first  blast  furnace  at  Buckhorn  went  into 
operation.   Then  the  rich  ore  vein  at  Buckhorn  ended 
suddenly  at  a  fault  -  a  wall  of  rock.   Thus  ended  dreams 
of  a  major  steel  industry.   The  old  stone  stack  still 
stands  at  Endor  and  stone  ruins  dot  the  plateau  behind 
it. 

Modern  transportation  and  development  came  with  the 
railroads.   At  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War,  Jonesboro 
was  the  terminus  of  the  railroad  from  Wilmington  and 
Fay e t tevi 1  le .   During  the  war  the  line  was  extended  to 
Cumnock  to  carry  coal  and  iron  for  the  Confederacy. 
After  the  war  the  Raleigh  and  Augusta  Air  Line  (now 
S.  C.  L.)  was  extended  southward.   At  the  site  near 
Jonesboro  where  the  railroads  crossed,  another  town 
sprang  up,   The  new  village  was  named  for  C.  0,  Sanford, 
chief  engineer  of  Raleigh  and  Augusta  Air  Line.   Con- 
struction of  the  railroad  to  the  area  was  completed  in 
1872,  and  Sanford  was  incorporated  in  1874. 

Other  communites  which  developed  or  briefly  flourished 
because  of  the  railroads  are:   Rosser,  Colon,  Broadway, 
Swann,  and  Lemon  Springs. 

Since  1900  Sanford  has  emerged  as  the  center  of  activity 
in  Lee  County  and  a  diversified  economy  has  developed  in 
and  around  Sanford.  Sanford  and  Jonesboro  were  consoli- 
dated in  1947. 

Broadway  is  the  only  other  incorporated  town  in  the 
county.   Other  rural  communities  are  Swann,  Lemon  Springs, 
Green  Gables,  New  Hope,  Cumnock,  Deep  River,  Blacknel, 
Colon,  and  Osgood.   Developed  areas  on  the  outskirts  of 
Sanford  are:   Northview  along  Highway  1,  north,  and 
Tramway  southwest  of  Sanford? 
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COUNTY  FORMATION 


Once  the  foundation  of  the  county  was  a  distinct  possi- 
bility, there  was  the  problem  of  where  the  courthouse  was 
to  be  located.   Jonesboro,  then  the  older  and  larger 
town,  would  not  agree  to  putting  it  in  Sanford,   So  a 
site  was  selected  in  a  pine  clearing  on  the  road  halfway 
between  Sanford  and  Jonesboro,   Lee  County  came  into 
formal  existence  April  1,  1908,  when  Moore  and  Chatham 
citizens  voted  for  partition,   The  present  red  brick 
courthouse  was  built  in  1908,   For  many  years  it  was  the 
only  courthouse  in  North  Carolina  with  a  RFD  address, 
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A  complex  hierarchy  of  governmental  units,  departments, 
and  agencies  carries  on  the  many  functions  necessary  in 
Lee  County.   While  objections  are  often  voiced  when  tax 
rates  are  raised  and  new  departments  organized,  demands 
are  more  often  heard  for  increased  services.   Some 
services  may  be  provided  through  private  enterprise  but 
often  it  is  not  feasible  to  provide  adequate  services 
except  through  some  public  agency.   A  recent  example  of 
this  in  Lee  County  is  the  responsibility  for  ambulance 
service  which  has  been  assumed  by  the  county  through  the 
rescue  squad. 

The  planning  program  is  based  on  a  governmental  unit,  the 
county.   Historically,  the  primary  purpose  for  estab- 
lishing a  county  was  to  serve  state  purposes  and  to  per- 
form state  functions  in  a  given  area  rather  than  serve 
the  purposes  of  a  particular  geographic  community. 
Counties  are  creatures  of  the  state,  created  to  carry  out 
state  policy  and  having  no  powers  other  than  those 
expressly  authorized  by  the  state. 

Under  present  allocations,  the  county  is  the  level  of 
government  to  which  the  General  Assembly  has  assigned 
functional  responsibility  for  operating  schools,  con- 
ducting elections,  housing  the  state's  system  of  lower 
courts  and  their  records,  maintaining  property  ownership 
and  mortgage  records,  enforcing  much  of  the  state's 
criminal  law,  administering  public  health  and  public 
welfare  programs,  and  carrying  on  state  programs  designed 
to  promote  the  development  of  agriculture.   Some  of  these 
functions  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Boards  of  County 
Commissioners,  and  some  are  assigned  to  other  boards,  with 
varying  relationships  to  the  Boards  of  County 
Commis  sioners. 


TOWNSHIPS 


More  densely  settled  areas  have  found  that  they  have 
special  needs.   These  areas  have  incorporated  in  order  to 
meet  the  needs  of  urban  areas.   Municipalities  have  cor- 
porate as  well  as  governmental  powers  and  are  able,  there- 
fore, to  provide  public  services  as  a  matter  of  choice 
rather  than  compulsion.   Sanford  and  Broadway  are  the 
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only  active  municipalities  in  Lee  County 
incorporated  but  not  active. 


Swann  is  also 


Variety  and  level  of  services  provided  are  determined  by 
the  needs  of  the  incorporated  areas.   Sanford  carries  on 
a  wide  range  of  activities  while  Broadway's  activities 
are  limited  primarily  to  water  supply  and  street  main- 
tenance . 

The  state  is  directly  involved  in  local  administration  of 
some  programs.   The  State  Highway  Commission  maintains 
all  state  and  federal  highways  as  well  as  secondary  roads 
in  rural  areas.   The  Division  of  Water  and  Air  Resources, 
Division  of  Forestry,  Board  of  Health  and  other  state 
agencies  work  in  local  areas  in  their  specific  fields. 

Special  districts  have  been  organized  for  the  provision 
and  administration  of  many  programs  and  services.   Some 
districts  are  created  to  serve  limited  areas  while  others 
are  created  to  divide  a  larger  region  into  more  manage- 
able units.   Boundaries  of  these  special  districts  are 
usually  drawn  to  serve  the  specific  purposes  of  the 
agency  creating  the  districts.   Thus,  district  boundaries 
are  not  coterminus  with  other  boundaries  and  overlap  each 
other,   Many  districts  are  administrative  units  without 
special  taxing  authority-   However,  some  districts  are 
established  to  provide  a  special  or  higher  level  of  ser- 
vice and  are  given  authority  to  levy  taxes  for  the  given 
purpose  within  the  specified  district. 

There  are  two  administrative  school  units  in  the  county, 
Lee  County  Schools  and  Sanford  City  Schools.   Both 
school  units  are  under  the  county  government  with  the 
Sanford  unit  organized  to  levy  additional  funds  for 
support  of  schools  within  its  district.   The  boundaries 
of  the  Sanford  unit  do  not  follow  the  corporate  limits. 
The  district  includes  some  unincorporated  areas  and  some 
incorporated  areas  are  excluded. 
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Rural  fire  protection  is  organized  on  a  district  basis 
with  residents  of  the  districts  paying  a  special  levy  for 
the  support  of  the  fire  department  within  their  area. 
Sanford  provides  fire  protection  within  its  corporate 
limits.   The  Board  of  County  Commissioners  retains  con- 
trol of  fire  protection  activities  in  the  county.   Fire 
districts  and  location  of  the  fire  stations  are  shown  on 
the  Public  and  Semi-Public  Land  Use  Map  'page  79), 

Matters  concerning  health  in  Lee  County  are  administered 
by  a  Board  of  Health  whose  territory  includes  five 
counties:   Lee,  Chatham,  Orange,  Person,  and  Caswell, 

A  group  in  the  Cumnock  area  has  organized  to  develop  a 
community  water  system.   While  this  group  has  no  taxing 
power,  many  such  sanitary  districts  in  other  counties  do 
have  the  power  to  levy  special  taxes  and  act  as  special 
purpose  governments, 

The  Lee  County  Soil  and  Water  Conservation  District  co- 
ordinates conservation  work  in  the  county  and  provides 
technical  assistance  in  resource  development  and  manage- 
ment.  These  services  are  available  to  bo*:h  urban  and 
rural  residents.   Full-time  personnel  of  the  Soil  Conser- 
vation Service  are  assigned  to  this  District  to  assist 
them  in  Conservation  work.   The  District  has  Its  own 
supervisors  to  direct  the  program, 


Residents  throughout  the  county  have  organized  into 
several  different  groups  over  the  years.   These  community 
organizations  promote  the  interests  of  the  individual 
areas  and  often  work  toward  solution  of  local  problems. 
The  names  and  approximate  areas  of  the  various  community 
organizations  are  shown  on  the  following  map,   Northview 
is  currently  working  on  one  of  their  major  problems, 
water  supply,   Cumnock  is  well  along  in  planning  for 
their  water  system.   Other  organizations  have  worked  on 
other  projects  and  will  probably  continue  to  effectively 
promote  interests  in  local  areas  in  the  future^ 


COMMUNITY  ORGANIZATION 
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This  section  describes  some  of  the  natural  features  of 
the  county  and  the  ways  they  influence  or  affect  develop- 
ment.  The  characteristics  of  the  earth  itself  influence 
development  in  many  ways.   The  slopes  and  drainage 
systems,  the  soils  and  subsoils,  and  the  subsurface 
geology  all  have  different  effects. 

The  ways  natural  features  influence  development  change 
over  time  with  technological  changes,  depletion  of  re- 
sources, cultural  changes  and  the  level  or  intensity  of 
the  development  itself > 

Early  settlement  was  largely  influenced  by  transportation 
routes  and  the  rivers  were  the  only  means  of  transporta- 
tion for  the  first  settlers.   The  rivers  now  are  impor- 
tant as  sources  of  water,  a  means  of  disposing  of  wastes 
and  as  recreation  siteso   The  pinelands  of  the  Sandhills 
area  were  seldom  even  traversed  by  the  early  settlers 
because  of  the  lack  of  feed  for  their  horses.   Later, 
with  the  coming  of  the  railroads,  the  rich  pine  forests 
were  quickly  exploited  and  when  cleared  found  to  be 
adaptable  to  certain  agricultural  uses. 

Water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  are  becoming  more  im- 
portant factors  due  to  increased  use  of  water  and  more 
intense  development.   Soils  and  ground  water  sources  may 
limit  development  until  it  becomes  financially  feasible 
to  overcome  natural  limitations  with  community  water  and 
sewer  sy s  terns . 

Almost  any  natural  barrier  to  development  may  be  overcome 
with  the  expenditure  of  varying  amounts  of  effort  and 
money.   More  intense  development  usually  makes  the  re- 
wards of  such  development  greater  and  often  reduces  the 
costs  as  well.   The  planning  program  can  attempt  to  plan 
for  the  most  efficient  and  economical  pattern  of  growth 
by  avoiding  problem  areas  or  setting  them  aside  for 
appropriate  uses.   Nevertheless,  consideration  must  be 
given  to  overcoming  natural  barriers  in  some  situations. 
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PHYSIOGRAPHIC  PROVINCES 


The  Piedmont  Plateau  lying  within  Lee  County  includes  a 
small  portion  of  the  Carolina  slate  belt  with  the  major 
portion  being  the  Triassic  lowland.   The  Carolina  slate 
belt  rocks,  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  county,  are 
usually  deeply  weathered,  sculptured  into  rounded  mature 
hills  and  smooth  interstream  areas,  but  bedrock  is  ex- 
posed along  the  more  swiftly  flowing  streams,  and  the 
river.   The  Triassic  lowland  covering  the  remaining 
northern  two-thirds  of  the  county  is  a  rather  smooth 
mature  area  with  wide  valleys  occupied  by  sluggish 
s  tr earns . 

Southeast  of  the  Fall  Zone  in  Lee  County  is  the  subpro- 
vince  of  the  Coastal  Plain  known  as  the  Sandhills  »   The 
Sandhills  subprovince  is  characterized  by  rounded  hills 
of  loose  to  fairly  well  consolidated  sands,  which  are 
chiefly  cretaceous  in  age. 
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TOPOGRAPHY 


The  area  included  in  Lee  County  consists  of  a  moderately 
high  and  generally  level  upland  country,  through  which 
numerous  streams  have  cut  shallow  to  comparatively  deep 
valleys  ranging  in  width  from  one-half  mile  to  2  miles. 
The  Coastal  Plain  section,  which  comprises  the  southern 
third,  consists  entirely  of  that  division  of  the  Coastal 
Plain  known  as  the  Sandhills.   The  general  relief  of 
this  division  conforms  to  that  of  the  Piedmont  rather 
than  to  the  level  and  only  slightly  dissected  plain 
further  east  in  the  state.   The  valleys  in  the  Sandhills 
section,  in  general,  are  not  so  deep  as  those  of  the 
Piedmont  Plateau  section. 
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An  important  drainage  divide  is  formed  by  the  edge  of 
the  Coastal  Plain  and  the  Piedmont  Plateau  along  the 
Fall  Zone-   The  dividing  ridge  enters  the  southern  part 
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of  the  county  at  White  Hill  on  the  Moore  County  line, 
extends  northeastward  through  Tramway  and  Jonesboro  to 
Sanford  and  then  northward  along  U.  S.  Highway  1  to  Deep 
River.   Northwest  of  this  divide,  the  Sanford  basin  is 
drained  by  streams  flowing  northward  to  Deep  River. 
Southeast  of  this  divide,  the  Coastal  Plain  is  drained  by 
southeastward  flowing  streams.   The  area  north  of  the 
Colon  cross  structure,  a  secondary  divide,  is  drained 
mainly  by  Lick  Creek  and  its  tributaries  which  flow  north- 
eastward to  the  Cape  Fear  River. 

Deep,  Cape  Fear,  and  Upper  Little  Rivers  provide  outlets 
for  practically  all  the  drainage  waters.   Drainage  basins 
are  shown  on  the  drainage  map.   Because  of  the  moderately 
high  elevation  of  the  county  above  sea  level,  the  rolling 
and  sloping  relief,  and  the  completeness  of  the  natural 
drainage  system,  surface  drainage  is  good  throughout  the 
upland  part,  but  on  many  of  the  steeper  slopes  run-off  is 
so  rapid  that  it  causes  serious  erosion.   In  some  of  the 
low  bottoms  and  in  flats  and  depressions  natural  drain- 
age is  not  well  established,  and  ditches  are  necessary  to 
provide  adequate  drainage. 

The  streams  have  cut  their  valleys  from  50  to  150  feet 
below  the  general  level  of  the  upland,  and  the  flow  of 
water  is  sufficiently  swift  that  their  channels  are  main- 
tained.  In  some  of  the  larger  creeks  and  branches  the 
flow  was  sufficient  for  the  development  of  water  power, 
and  gristmills  were  operated  in  times  past.   Two  hydro- 
electric plants  on  Deep  River  and  one  on  Cape  Fear  River 
were  built  in  the  1920's  but  their  operation  has  been 
discontinued  for  some  time. 


■f 
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An  important  usage  made  of  the  waters  of  the  county  is  to 
carry  away  the  wastes  from  homes,  industries,  and  cities. 
This  has  long  been  recognized  as  a  valid  and  essential 
usage  throughout  the  country.   While  small  quantities  of 
wastes  may  be  discharged  into  the  ground,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  wastewaters  from  most  municipalities  and  indus- 
tries be  disposed  of  by  discharging  them  into  surface 
wa  t er  s  . 


STREAM  CLASSIFICATION 
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A  brief  explanation  of  the  "best  •isage"  for  which  the 
waters  in  each  class  must  be  protected  is  given  as 
f  o 1  lows 


Class  A- I   =  Suitable  as  source  of  water  supply  for 

drinking,  culinary,  or  food  processing  pur- 
poses after  treatment  by  approved  disin- 
fection only,  and  any  other  usage  requiring 
waters  of  lower  quality. 


Class  A- II  - 


Class  B 


Class  C 


Suitable  as  a  source  of  water  supply  for 
drinking,  culinary  or  food  processing  pur- 
poses after  approved  treatment  equal  to 
coagulation,  sedimentation,  filtration,  and 
disinfection,  etc-,  and  any  other  usage 
requiring  waters  of  lower  quality. 

Suitable  for  outdoor  bathing  and  any  other 
usage  requiring  waters  of  lower  qualify 

Suitable  for  fishing  and  fish  propagation, 
and  any  other  usage  requiring  waters  of 
lower  qualit. 
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STREAM   CLASSIFICATIONS 


A-ll  __— 

B 

C 

D 

BASIN    BOUNDARIES 


Class  D     -  Suitable  for  agriculture  and  for  industrial 
cooling  and  process  water  after  treatment  by 
the  user  as  may  be  required  under  each  par- 
ticular circumstance. 

The  pollution  and  abatement  control  program,  which  takes 
into  consideration  the  necessity  of  utilizing  streams  for 
disposing  of  treated  wastes,  is  based  upon  maintaining 
water  quality  in  accordance  with  assigned  classifications 
under  critical  conditions  of  high  stream  temperature  and 
the  average  7-day  minimum  flow  with  a  recurrence  interval 
of  10  year  So 
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GEOLOGY 


The  rocks  in  Lee  County  may  be  divided  into  three  major 
units  on  the  basis  of  lithology  and  age.   These  are; 
the  volcanic  slate  series  of  probable  Paleozoic  age,  the 
Newark  group  of  Triassic  age,  and  the  rocks  of  the 
Coastal  Plain  of  Cretaceous  and  younger  age.   Flood  plain 
material,  or  alluvium  is  also  found  along  stream  bottoms. 
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The  rocks  of  the  volcanic  slate  series  have  been  called 
slates  since  the  earliest  years  of  geologic  study  in 
North  Carolina.   The  rocks  of  the  Carolina  Slate  Belt 
are  now  referred  to  the  volcanic  slate  series.   The  vol- 
canic slate  series  crops  out  in  two  areas  of  Lee  County 
separated  by  the  Triassic  graben.   The  Piedmont  slate 
crops  out  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county  in  a  north- 
eastern strip  along  Deep  River.   The  Fall  Zone  slate 
crops  out  in  areas  south  and  east  of  Sanford  from  the 
Moore  County  border  to  the  northeast,  corner  of  the  county. 


LOWER  PALEOZOIC  ROCKS 
VOLCANIC  SLATE  SERIES 


The  slate  underlies  the  Coastal  Plain  sediments  and  is 
presumed  to  underlie  the  Triassic  rocks.   In  fresh  out- 
crops, the  rock  is  predominantly  dark  gray  and  greenish 
gray,  whereas  in  weathered  outcrops,  the  rock  is  usually 
dark  red. 
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UPPER  TRIASSIC  ROCKS 
NEWARK  GROUP 


The  chief  product  of  the  Newark  group  is  the  clay  derived 
from  weathered  shale.   The  clay  is  used  in  several  brick, 
tile  and  pottery  plants.   Some  sandstone  has  been  used 
for  building. 


Coal  is  found  in  the  Deep  River  Coal  Field  in  the  north- 
ern portion  of  the  county.   However,  the  Deep  River  fault 
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has  displaced  the  coal  beds  a  vertical  distance  of  2,000 
feet  in  Lee  County,  and  the  faulting  of  the  coal  beds  has 
prevented  economical  extraction  of  the  coal., 

Shale  found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  coal  beds  is  rich  in 
nitrogen  and  phosphorous  and  was  mined  in  conjunction 
with  the  coal  and  used  as  fertilizer.   Oil  shale  associa- 
ted with  the  coal  may  have  some  future  value  as  it  has 
an  oil  content  of  almost  10  gallons  per  ton. 


UPPER  CRETACEOUS  ROCKS 
TUSCALOOSA  FORMATION 


The  Tuscaloosa  formation  is  the  basal  Coastal  Plain  for- 
mation in  the  Lee  County  arei.  Its  boundary  is  irregular, 
the  Coastal  Plain  strata  having  been  considerably  eroded 
in  the  Fall  Zone  a 


The  Tuscaloosa  formation  appears  to  rest  directly  on 
rocks  of  the  volcanic  slate  series  and  the  Newark  group. 

The  Tuscaloosa  formation  appears  as  a  series  of  beds  of 
tan  to  reddish-brown  loose  to  fairly  well  consolidated 
sandy  clay  with  loose  sand  at  the  surface.   Beneath 
these  weathered  beds,  in  deep  exposures  and  well  cuttings, 
the  foundation  is  predominantly  a  light-gray  to  bluish- 
gray  clay. 

The  Tuscaloosa  formation  is  mainly  a  massive  clay  con- 
taining interbedded  layers  of  sand.   At  the  surface  the 
clay  and  the  coarser  material  are  intimately  nixed. 
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COAL 


In  North  Carolina  the  only  coal  beds  of  commercial  value 
occur  in  the  southern  half  of  the  Deep  River  Triassic 
basin  in  parts  of  Chatham,  Lee  and  Moore  Counties.*   The 
coal  bearing  part  of  this  basin,  which  is  known  as  the 
Deep  River  Coal  Field,  is  5  to  10  miles  wide  and  35 
miles  lo  ng . 
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Coal  was  first  discovered  in  the  Deep  River  field  at 
about  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War.   The  general 
history  of  the  field  is  one  of  sporadic  and  generally 
unsuccessful  mining  activity.   Lack  of  knowledge  of  the 
faults  and  intrusions  hampered  mining  development,  and 
many  costly  mistakes  were  made  that  might  have  been 
avoided.   Several  mines  were  closed  for  lack  of  adequate 
development  capital,  and  at  least  two  mines  suffered 
disastrous  explosions  which  cost  the  lives  of  more  than 
100  men. 


TRIASSIC     BASIN 

CUMNOCK     COAL     BED 

GULF  a    CUMNOCK     COAL     BED 


The  Cumnock  mine  is  the  largest  in  the  field  and  was 
operated  intermittently  and  unsuccessfully  from  1852 
until  it  was  last  closed  in  1929»   About  575,000  tons  of 
coal  were  produced  during  its  77  year  history.   There 
were  numerous  other  surface  pits  in  Lee  County  over  the 
years-   The  most  recently  operated  mine  in  Lee  County  is 
the  Mclver  mine  which  was  last  operated  in  1942-43  and 
produced  about  6,000  tons.   Other  mines  in  the  field  are 
the  Carolina  and  Deep  River  mines  in  Chatham  County  and 
the  Garden  and  Murchison  mines  in  Moore  County.   All  but 
a  few  hundred  tons  of  the  coal  produced  in  the  Deep 
River  Field  has  come  from  the  Cumnock  coal  bed. 

According  to  the  survey  by  Reinemund  the  future  of  the 
Deep  River  Coal  Fields  is  in  the  development  of  the  coal 
in  the  block  between  the  Gulf  and  Deep  River  faults-   In 
this  part  of  the  field,  large  sub-blocks  between  cross 
faults  contain  coal  that  averages  about  36  inches  in 


Reinemund,  John  A  -  ,  Geology  of  the  Deep  River  Coal 
Field,  U.  S-  Department  of  the  Interior,  Geological 
Survey  (1949). 
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On  the  basis  of  the  1949  survey  the  total  original  re= 
serves  in  the  Cumnock  bed  is  estimated  '.o  be  101,936,000 
short  tons.   In  1949,  1,234,000  tons  had  been  mined  or 
lost  in  mining  leaving  estimated  reserves  at  100,702^000 
tonso   It  was  then  believed  that  only  65  percent  of  the 
coal  in  the  Deep  River  Field  could  be  recovered,  and, 
therefore,  the  estimate  of  the  recoverable  reserves  in 
the  Cumnock  coal  bed  is  established  to  be  65,456,000 
tons.   Of  this  amount,  27,331,000  tons  is  in  part  of  the 
area  where  the  bed  is  less  than  24  inches  thick. 


In  1980  the  Lee  County  courthouse  was  built  of  brick  from 
South  Carolina*   Since  that  time  the  brick  industry  has 
been  developed  in  Lee  County.   Favored  by  its  central 
location  in  the  state,  by  an  excellent  network  of  high- 
ways and  railroads,  and  by  abundant  deposits  of  claystone. 
the  Lee  County  area  has  become  the  "brick  center"  of 
North  Carolina,  producing  about  50  percent  of  all  the 
brick  made  in  the  state. 


CLAY  PRODUCTS 


Most  of  the  brick  produced  in  the  Deep  River  area  is  made 
from  beds  of  massive  red  claystone  in  the  Pekin  and 
Sanford  formations.   Generally,  these  claystones  can  be 
extracted  easily  with  a  power  shovel  or  scraper.   They 
require  little  or  no  grinding  and  need  only  the  addition 
of  water  to  make  them  ready  for  molding  and  cutting. 
High-grade  brick;  face-brick,  and  tile  are  produced  from 
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BRICK  PRODUCTION  IN  LEE 
COUNTY 


from  these  beds.   The  thickest,  most  numerous  and  most 
uniform  beds  of  red  claystone  in  the  Deep  River  area 
crop  out  in  a  belt  starting  in  Lee  County  west  of 
Sanford  and  extending  southeastward  into  Moore  County. 
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Claystone  from 
beds  about  1 , 100 
feet  above  base  of 
Sanford  formation. 
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rowing  demand  for  the  establishment  of 
in  North  Carolina,  investigations  were 
e  possibility  of  using  raw  materials 
r  area  in  the  manufacture  of  cement.* 

that  the  proper  blending  of  limestone 
ern  North  Carolina  with  claystone  from 
a  will  produce  material  having  the 
ysical  properties  suitable  for  making 
These  experiments  showed  in  particular 
assive  red  claystone  beds  in  the  Pekin 
ion  have  satisfactory  composition  for 
nt  . 


*  Adair,  Doody,  and  Schoenborn,  Evaluation  of  N.  C, 
materials  for  manufacture  of  cement;  No  C.  State 
College  Record,  Vol,  46,  No,  9,  March']  1947  . 
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Many  beds  of  massive  red  claystone  in  the  Deep  River  area 
are  not  of  this  composition,  even  though  they  may  be 
similar  in  appearance,   Therefore,  to  locate  areas  of  re- 
serves large  enough  to  be  developed,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  sample  and  analyze  systematically  the  claystone  in 
those  parts  of  the  field  where  the  claystone  beds  are 
thickest,  most  uniform,  and  most  accessible. 


Analyses  of  the  three  separate  beds  of  black  shale  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  Cumnock  formation  show  that  they  yield 
shale  oil  in  amounts  ranging  from  8,4  to  12,7  gallons  per 
ton,'*   The  low  content  of  oil  in  these  rocks  makes  it 
improbable  that  they  can  be  profitably  mined  solely  to 
recover  the  shale  oil. 


BLACK  SHALE  AND  BLACKBAND 
OIL  SHALE 


In  addition  to  modest  oil  contents,  the  shale  and  blac k- 
band  in  the  Cumnock  formation  contain  ammonium  sulfate 
and  calcium  phosphate  in  fairly  large  quantities.   Nearly 
100,000  tons  of  black  shale  and  blackband,  from  beds 
immediately  above  and  below  the  Cumnock  coal  bed,  have 
been  taken  from  the  Carolina,  Deep  River  and  Murchison 
mines  and  sold  to  various  fertilizer  manufacturers. 
Local  residents,  likewise,  have  long  used  the  old  mine 
dumps  to  increase  the  fertility  of  their  soil, 


SHALE  AND  BLACKBAND  FOR  USE 
IN  FERTILIZER 


Estimates  show  that  there  is  a  recoverable  reserve  of 
3,555,824,000  tons  of  shale  and  blackband  north  of  the 
Deep  River  fault,  containing  74,562,000  tons  of  ammonium 
sulfate  and  39,367,000  tons  of  calcium  phosphate,** 


** 


Vilbrant,  F.  C,  Oil-Bearing  Shales  of  Deep  River 
Valley,  N,  C,  Department  of  Conservation  and 
Deve lopment  (  1927  ) 

Reinemund,  John  A, 
Fields, 


Geology  of  the  Deep  River  Coal 
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MINING  PROCEDURE 


The  blackband  beds  associated  with  the  Cumnock  and  Gulf 
coal  beds  can  be  mined  with  the  coal.   Because  they  can 
be  removed  with  the  coal,  and  in  fact,  must  often  be  re- 
moved to  provide  headroom  in  mining  coal,  the  blackbands 
associated  with  the  Cumnock  coal  bed  provide  the  most 
readily  accessible  reserve  of  shale  oil  and  fertilizer  in 
the  field  ,   In  the  past,  some  mine  operators  have  secured 
a  larger  return  from  the  sale  of  blackband  for  fertilizer 
than  from  the  sale  of  coal, 


GROUND  WATER 


The  ground  is  one  of  the  mist  efficient  water  treatment 
and  storage  facilities?   But  efficiency  varies  widely 
with  the  geological  char ac ter is t ics o   Usable  ground  water 
originates  from  precipitation.   Part  of  the  rain  which 
reaches  the  earth's  surface  percolates  downward  through 
the  ground  to  become  ground  water.   Geological  character- 
istics then  determine  the  quantity  of  wner  which  will 
remain  available  for  recovery  and  the  quality  of  the 
wa  ter. 


OCCURRENCE  AND  MOVEMENT  OF 
GROUND  WATER 


The  rocks  of  the  earth's  '.rust,  including  soils  and  other 
weathered  material,  are  composed  of  mineral  grains  of 
different  sizes  and  shapes  which  may  contain  large 
amounts  of  water,   The  size  of  these  spaces,  ranging 
from  minute  pores  to  caverns  in  limestone,  is  determined 
b  y  many  factors  , 


In  unconsolidated  sediments  such  as  gravel,  sand,  and 
clay,  the  size  of  these  spaces  is  determined  by  the 
shape,  arrangement  and  degree  of  assortment  of  the  grains 
In  consolidated  sediments  the  spaces  usually  have  been 
reduced  in  size  by  compaction  and  cementation,  although 
removal  of  material  by  solution  may  enlarge  some  of  the 
spaces  • 

Igneous  and  metamorphis  rocks  have  little  or  no  space 
between  the  grains,   Free  water  in  such  rocks  generally 
occurs  along  planes  of  cleavage  and  schistosity  and  in 
fractures  and  solution  channels. 
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Porosity  is  the  ratio  of  the  volume  of  the  interstices 
to  the  total  volume  of  the  rock.  Some  igneous  and  meta- 
morphic  rocks  have  low  porosities,  generally  less  than  1 
percent.  Some  well  assorted  sediments,  such  as  clay  and 
sand,  may  have  porosities  of  20  to  more  than  50  percent, 
A  porosity  of  more  than  20  percent  is  considered  high. 


POROSITY 


Permeability  is  the  relative  ability  of  a  rock  to  trans- 
mit water  under  pressure-.   A  porous  rock  may  transmit 
water  slowly  or  not  at  all  if  the  interstices  are  so 
small  that  water  is  held  in  them  by  molecular  or  capilary 
attraction.   In  some  rocks  the  interstices  may  be  large 
but  poorly  interconnected,   Clay  is  usually  porous,  but 
the  pores  are  too  small  to  allow  the  easy  passage  of 
water.   A  clean,  well=assorted  sand,  on  the  other  hand, 
may  have  less  porosity  yet  transmit  water  readily  be- 
cause the  spaces  are  interconnected. 


PERMEABILITY 


Any  rock  unit  or  formation  that  can  yield  water  in 
significant  quantities  to  wells  is  called  an  aquifer, 
There  are  three  principal  aquifer  systems  in  Lee  County: 
Slate  belt  rocks,  Triassic  rocks,  and  Cretaceous  clays.* 
The  approximate  extents  of  these  systems  are  shown  on  the 
aquifer  map  (page  40). 


AQUIFERS 


*  Schipf,  Robert  G „ ,  Geology  and  Ground-Water  Resources 
of  the  Fayetteville  Area,  N.  C,  Department  of  Water 
Resources  Ground  Water  Bulletin,  Number  3,  1961, 
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VOLCANIC  SLATE  SERIES 


'<  CRETA.ein^s 

~N    CLAjr'AQUIFER 


The  rocks  included  in  the  volcanic  slate  series  vary  in 
permeability  as  they  vary  in  structure  and  lithology. 
Water  in  slate  moves  along  planes  of  bedding,  cleavage 
and  schistosity,  and  through  the  fractures  which  have 
developed  as  a  result  of  weathering  and  solution.   Permea- 
bility of  these  rocks,  therefore,  is  dependent  upon 
secondary  interstices  and  these  become  less  frequent  with 
depth.   Most  of  the  fracturing  is  within  300  feet  of  the 
surface,  and  generally,  drilling  to  greater  depths  is 
une  conomica 1 . 

Characteristically,  the  slates  are  weathered  deeply,  and 
the  thick  residual  clay  of  the  mantle  rock  may  be  more 
permeable  than  a  similar  clay  of  sedimentary  origin. 
Bored  wells  in  the  weathered  clay  residium  normally  yield 
enough  water  for  domestic  purposes.   Many  wells  on  level 
uplands  have  gone  dry,  however,  even  though  drilled 
through  as  much  as  100  feet  of  residium. 

Much  of  the  water  from  the  slate  is  somewhat  acidic  and 
the  iron  in  the  water  resulting  from  corrosion  of  iron 
pipes  is  often  objectionable.   If  this  condition  is 
remedied,  the  water  may  be  considered  suitable  for  all 
purposes  . 

The  volcanic  slate  series  is  a  satisfactory  aquifer  of 
considerable  extent  in  Lee  County.   Wells  should  be  lo- 
cated to  take  advantage  of  favorable  ground  water  con- 
ditions and  not  merely  located  close  to  the  residence  or 
place  of  business.   Ground  water  conditions  generally  are 
more  favorable  (1)  in  draws,  valleys,  and  other  low 
places;  (2)  where  the  weathered  zone  is  thick;  and  (3) 
where  quartz  veins  (flint  rock)  or  dikes  crop  out. 
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Compaction  and  cementation  have  reduced  the  permeability 
and  porosity  of  the  Triassic  rocks  to  the  extent  that 
they  are  the  poorest  aquifers  in  the  area.   Throughout 
most  of  the  area  in  which  Triassic  rocks  crop  outj  the 
yield  per  foot  of  depth  is  small.   Many  drilled  wells 
yield  less  than  5  gallons  per  minute,  even  though  they  ai 
several  hundred  feet  deep. 


TRIASSIC  ROCKS 


Although  in  many  cases  domestic  supplies  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Triassic  rocks,  adequate  industrial  or  public 
supplies  probably  cannot  be  obtained  from  them.   Water 
from  Triassic  rocks  generally  is  alkaline  and  is  hard  to 
moderately  hard. 


The  Cretaceous  clay  aquifer  consists  of  the  dense  blue- 
gray  clay  of  the  Tuscaloosa  formation  and  contains  5  to 
2  5  percent  silt  and  sand  intimately  mixed  throughout. 
The  Thickness  ranges  from  a  featheredge  in  the  Fall  Zone 
to  about  17  5  feet  at  Aberdeen  in  Moore  County  and  about 
250  feet  at  Fay e 1 1 e vi  1  le  , 


CRETACEOUS  CLAY  AQUIFER 
CTUSCALOOSA  FORMATION) 


The  permeability  of  the  Cretaceous  clay  aquifer  generally 
is  low  and  yields  of  wells  are  low,   Few  wells,  even 
gravel  walled  wells,  yield  more  than  15  gallons  per  min- 
ute, and  where  little  sand  has  been  tapped,  a  well  must 
be  drilled  into  the  slates  of  the  basement  complex  to 
obtain  as  much  as  30  gallons  per  minute. 

The  water  from  the  Cretaceous  clay  aquifer  is  of  excell- 
ent quality.   Although  slightly  acidic,  it  is  soft  and 
generally  suitable  for  all  domestic  purposes.   At  some 
places  the  water  has  an  objectionable  iron  content. 
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SUMMARY 


The  Cretaceous  clay  aquifer  is  the  best  ground  water  re- 
source in  the  county  and  wells  of  good  yield  can  usually 
be  located  within  any  given  tract  of  1  acre  or  more. 
Water  is  usually  of  good  quality,  slightly  acidic,  and 
generally  soft,   In  some  areas  water  may  have  objection- 
able iron  content  requiring  treatments   Although  community 
water  systems  may  be  desirable  in  more  densely  developed 
areas,  there  are  no  limitations  for  residential  develop- 
ment on  lots  of  1  acre  or  aore. 
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The  Triassic  rocks  are  the  poorest  water  source  in  the 
county.   Although  adequate  domestic  supplies  may  be 
obtained  in  some  cases,  future  development  will  generally 
depend  on  a  public  water  supply.   Thus  development  in  a 
large  portion  of  the  county  will  be  dependent  upon  the 
organization  of  community  water  systems  or  the  extension 
of  the  Sanford  water  system  to  areas  beyond  the  present 
corporate  limits, 
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Soils  influence  almost  all  forms  of  development  in  some 
manner.   Farmers  may  be  more  dependent  upon  soils  than 
shop  keepers,  but  the  shop  keeper  must  also  build  his 
shop  and  home  upon  the  soil  and  may  even  depend  on  soil 
conditions  for  his  water  supply  and  disposal  of  sewage. 
Soil  studies  were  first  begun  in  North  Carolina  in  1900, 
primarily  for  agricultural  purposes.   The  most  thorough 
study  of  soils  in  Lee  County  was  completed  in  19  3  "»„   <\t 
that  time  3  9  soil  types  were  identified  and  analyzed. 
More  recent  soil  surveys  made  by  the  Soil  Conservation 
Service  are  improved  over  earlier  ones  in  accuracy  and 
detail.   The  newer  maps  and  reports  contain  more  adequate 
Information  for  present  day  needs,  but  a  Standard  Soil 
Survey  has  not  been  scheduled  for  Lee  County. 
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The  Soil  Associations  have  been  further  grouped  in  6 
major  soil  divisions  based  on  parent  material  or  formation 
of  the  soils,   A  map  of  the  major  soil  divisions  and 
associations  is  presented  in  this  report. 

Interpretative  maps  are  based  on  soil  characteristics  as 
they  relate  to  different  uses  and  forms  of  development. 
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SOIL  SUITABILITY  FOR 
GENERAL  AGRICULTURE 


SOIL  LIMITATIONS  FOR 
ROADS  AND  STREETS  HAVING 
SUBSOIL  FOR  BASE 
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Generally  the  Piedmont  Plateau  soils  have  moderate  to 
severe  limitations  for  roads  and  streets  having  subsoil 
fj'  a  base.   In  most  cases  this  is  due  to  the  soils'  poo; 
traffic  supporting  capability  and  inherent  erodibility 
although  some  areas  along  the  stream  beds  are  also  sub- 
ject to  high  water  tables  and  floodingo   The  sandy  soils 
of  the  Coastal  Plain  section  generally  do  not  have  these 
limitations  - 


SOIL  LIMITATIONS  FOR 
STRUCTURES  WITH  FOOTINGS 
IN  THE  SUBSOIL 


Soils  in  the  Piedmont  Plateau  impose  greater  limitations 
on  construction  of  buildings  which  have  footings  or  foun- 
dations in  the  subsoil  than  do  Coastal  Plain  soils.   The 
Piedmont  soils  are  generally  more  steeply  sloping  and 
many  have  plastic  subsoils  with  a  s hr ink- swe  1  1  problem, 
Some  of  the  Piedmont  soils  are  shallow  with  rock  imposing 
certain  limitations  »   Limitations  in  the  Coastal  Plain 
section  are  generally  slight  with  moderate  limitations 
closer  to  the  stream  beds. 
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Soils  of  the  Piedmont  Plateau  generally  impose  severe 
limitations  on  the  installation  and  operation  of  septic 
tanks  with  filter  fields  due  to  the  steeper  slopes,  rock, 
low  percolation  rates  and  shrink-swell  factors  of  the 
soils  and  subsoils^   Limitations  in  the  Coastal  Plain  are 
due  to  low  filtering  action  in  deep  sandy  areas  and  low 
percolation  rates  of  soils  with  plastic  subsoils  some- 
times found  close  to  streams.. 


SOIL  LIMITATIONS  FOR 
SEPTIC  TANKS  WITH 
FILTER  FIELDS 
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A  national  system  of  land  classification  has  been  deve- 
loped in  which  soils  are  divided  among  eight  land  capa- 
bility classes.   As  you  go  from  class  I  to  class  VIII 
land,  the  permissable  intensity  of  use  declines,  the 
choices  of  use  are  fewer,  and  the  risks  in  use  become 
greatero   While  the  classification  system  was  developed 
for  agricultural  and  conservation  purposes,  it  is  also 
useful  for  non-farm  purposes  with  some  interpretation. 


LAND  BY  CAPABILITY  CLASS 


Land  in  classes  I  through  IV  can  be  used  safely  for  row 
crops,  as  well  as  for  close-growing  crops.   But  as  you  go 
from  class  I  to  class  IV,  hazards  increase  and  the  fre- 
quency of  row  cropping  must  decrease,   Subclass  "E" 
designates  sloping  soils  subject  to  erosion  or  already 
eroded.   Subclass  "W"  designates  soils  subject  to  water 
or  drainage  problems.   Subclass  "S"  designates  soils 
which  are  either  sandy  or  extremely  shallow. 


The  following  table  shows  the  use 
classes  and  subclasses  in  1958, 


of  land  in  the  different 


In  1958  there  was  very  little  class  I  land,   While  there 
were  93,100  acres  in  classes  I-III,  only  about  one-third 
of  this  was  cropland,   Most  of  the  land  used  for  crops 
exists  in  subclass  "E"  indicating  gently  sloping  to 
sloping  land,   This  land  does  not  readily  lend  itself  to 
efficient  farming  methods  and  the  1964  Census  of  Agri- 
culture shows  that  much  of  the  cropland  has  been  con- 
verted to  other  uses  since  the  1958  inventory,   Another 
major  portion  of  soils  are  in  subclass  "S"  which  are 
usually  sandy  soils  in  Lee  County,   These  sandy  soils  are 
suitable  for  some  types  of  agriculture  including  tobacco, 

About  40  percent  of  the  county's  soils  are  in  classes  IV- 
VII,   While  these  classes  are  generally  considered  un- 
suitable for  cropland,  almost  4,000  acres  in  these  classes 
were  used  for  cropland  in  1958.   Probably  much  land  in 
classes  IV- VII  is  now  used  for  forestry  or  has  been  con- 
verted to  residential  uses, 
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LEE  COUNTY  USE  OF  INVENTORY 
ACREAGE  IN  1958  BY  CAPABILITY 
CLASS  (IN  1,000  ACRES) 


1 
II 


Class 
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IV 
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IV-VIII 
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Other 
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7. 

.5 

___ 

.7 

__„ 
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,7 
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.7 

43  ,4 

26,6 

11.6 

1.8 

15,4 

.5 

2  9,3 

18,0 

.5 

.8 

3,1 

.1 

4.5 

2,8 

7.  1 

— 

2,4 

.  1 

9,6 

5,8 

llo2 

1,4 

35,? 

.7 

48,5 

29  ,7 

6.  1 

1.0 

26,7 

.5 

34,3 

21,0 

.2 

,4 

4,7 

—  - 

5.3 

3,3 

4.9 

3,8 

,2 

8,9 

5.4 

3  0,9 

4,0 

56,8 

1.4 

93.1 

32,0 

3.8 

,5 

47  ,5 

.4 

52,2 

32.0 

2,7 

,4 

37  .8 

,4 

39,3 

24,2 



.  1 

7.5 

___ 

7,6 

4,6 

1.1 

=•-- 

4,2 

--- 

5,3 

3,2 

.1 

--- 

4,2 

-  — 

4.3 

2,6 

___ 

___ 

7.  1 

___ 

7.  1 

4,4 

3.9 

,  5 

58.8 

,4 

63  ,6 

39,0 

34,8 

4,5 

115.6 

1,8 

156,7 

6,5 

163.2 

96,0 
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In  1958,  four  percent  of  the  county's  area  was  developed 
for  urban  uses  and  not  included  in  the  inventory,   This 
has  probably  increased  to  almost  10  percent  in  1967  with 
the  increased  suburban  development  in  the  county. 
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Lee  County  is  one  of  the  smaller  counties  of  the  states 
It  includes  an  area  of  225  square  miles  or  163,200  acres 
The  table  below  shows  the  approximate  areas  devoted  to 
different  uses  based  on  the  various  sources  of  informa- 
tion, 


EXISTING  LAND  USE 


Rura  1 

Fore  s  t 

Crop  land 

Pasture  land 

Ot  he  r  farm  uses 

Transportation  and 
utilities 

Other  development 

Total  rural 


Approx  ima  te 
Are  a  in  Acre  s 


111,000 

25,475 

6,375 

6,350 

4,850 

4,600 
158,650 


7.    of 

Total 

S 

ou  r  ce 

69,  1 

a 

15,6 

b 

3.9 

b 

3.9 

b 

3  ,0 

2.7 
97.2 


Urban 

S  anf o  rd 
Broadway 
Total  urban 

Total 


3,750 
800 

4,550 

163 ,200 


a   1962  Forest  Survey  Statistics, 
b   1964  Census  of  Agriculture, 
c   D ,C . P.  est  imates  . 


2.3 

c 

0.5 

c 

2.8 

_ 

100.0 
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FARMLANDS 


The  1964  Census  of  Agriculture  reported  that  90,675  acres 
were  in  farms  in  Lee  County.   This  is  55.6  percent  of  the 
total  land  area  in  the  county.   About  3  2,000  acres  were 
classified  as  cropland  or  pasture  land  at  that  time,   Of 
this  amount  15,400  acres  was  harvested  cropland  and  7,613 
acres  were  pastured,  and  the  remaining  area  was  idle  or 
fa  1  low ■ 


Cropland  is  expected  to  decrease  in  the  future.   Many 
fields  are  small,  irregular  in  shape  and  slope,  and  do 
not  lend  themselves  to  efficient  cropping.   Increased 
mechanization  makes  use  of  steeper,  smaller,  more 
irregular  fields  less  desirable.   Much  of  this  acreage 
will  be  converted  to  pasture  or  woodlands. 

Industrial  development  and  residential  development  com- 
pete for  much  of  the  prime  cropland  because  level  land 
with  good  drainage  is  desirable  for  all  three,   Decreases 
in  prime  cropland  will  therefore  be  largely  due  to  the 
land  being  converted  to  nonagr icu  1 1 ur a  1  purposes. 

Most  of  the  county's  cropland  and  the  better  farmland  is 
located  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county  in  the  Coastal 
Plain  section.   Soils  and  topography  in  this  area  are 
generally  better  suited  for  agricultural  uses.   Level 
bottom  lands  and  terraces  along  the  streams  and  rivers  in 
other  parts  of  the  county  are  also  suitable  for  agricul- 
tural uses  within  limitations  imposed  by  flooding. 
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Prime  agricultural  land  is  limited.   Economical  produc- 
tion of  food  and  other  products  requires  use  of  land 
which  is  easily  farmed  and  will  not  lose  its  topsoil  and 
fertility  with  continued  use.   Wherever  possible  prime 
agricultural  land  should  be  reserved  for  agricultural  use 
since  such  land  cannot  be  created  from  less  suitable  land. 
Land's  value  for  nonfarm  development  is  often  greater 
than  for  agricultural  uses  and  when  development  takes 
place,  the  land  is  lost  for  all  future  agricultural  uses. 
Regulations  and  tax  policies  could  be  developed  to  help 
farm  uses  compete  for  use  of  prime  agricultural  land  and 
retain  it  for  agricultural  uses. 
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WOODLANDS 


The  Division  of  Forest  Economics  Research  of  the  U.S.D.A. 
reported  in  1962  that  there  were  111,000  acres  of  forest 
land  in  Lee  County.*   The  table  below  shows  the  owner- 
ship of  this  land. 


COMMERCIAL  FOREST  BY 
OWNERSHIP  CLASS 


Forest  Industry 

Pu  lp  and  paper 
Lumbe  r 

Farmer 

Misc.  Private 

Leased  to  wood  using 
i  ndus  t  ry 


4,800  acres 
6,900 


11.  700  acres 


59  ,800 
37,  700 

1,800 

111,000  acres 


Over  two-thirds  of  the  county  is  in  forest  land.   Some 
land  going  out  of  cropland  will  probably  go  into  forest 
use.   Some  forest  land  will  go  out  of  forest  use  as  the 
county  population  grows  with  resultant  pressures  upon 
the  land  for  recreation,  housing,  and  other  urban  uses. 

Many  of  the  new  residential  subdivisions  near  Sanford 
are  in  forested  areasi   Other  forested  areas  are  well 
suited  for  recreational  development.   Areas  along  the 
Cape  Fear  River  and  the  Deep  River  have  a  potential  for 
recreational  use  because  of  the  water  related  activities 
possible  along  the  rivers. 


•'•'  Preliminary  Forest  Survey  Statistics  for  the  Southern 
Coastal  Plains  of  N,  C,  1962.   U.S.D.A. 
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Industrial  and  commercial  activity  in  Lee  County  has  been 
centered  in  Sanford.   Transportation  for  labor,  supplies 
and  products  has  always  been  a  factor  in  industrial  loca- 
tion.  The  brick  industries  are  located  north  of  Sanford 
where  brick  clays  are  found  close  to  the  railroads. 
Other  industries  have  tended  to  locate  in  Sanford  where 
both  labor  and  transportation  facilities  were  readily 
a va  i lab  le  . 

Recently  it  has  become  increasingly  difficult  to  find 
adequate  sites  for  industry  in  the  City  of  Sanford  and 
some  industries  have  developed  sites  some  distance  from 
the  city.   The  new  Roberts  Company  plant  is  located  about 
2  miles  northwest  of  the  Sanford  city  limits  on  U.  S. 
421.   Lee  Crafts,  a  new  furniture  manufacturer,  has  built 
a  new  plant  east  of  Sanford  on  U.  S.  421. 

Large,  relatively  level  tracts  of  land  are  necessary  for 
the  new  one  story  manufacturing  plants  and  their  service 
areas  and  parking  lots.   As  industries  move  away  from 
developed  areas  to  find  larger  undeveloped  tracts  of  land, 
utilities  have  to  be  extended  or  improved  to  serve  them. 
Lee  County  and  Sanford  shared  the  cost  of  extending  the 
water  line  to  the  Roberts  plant  but  the  plant  is  not  yet 
served  by  sewer.   Utilities  have  not  yet  been  extended 
into  other  parts  of  the  county  thus  limiting  the  poten- 
tial industrial  development  by  the  general  lack  of  un- 
developed land  served  by  utilities. 


INDUSTRY 


Good  access  is  still  necessary  for  both  material  and 
workers  but  good  highways  are  now  more  important  than 
proximity  to  the  workers  homes.   Railroad  access  is  still 
important  for  some  industries  but  trucking  is  satisfactory 
for  many.   Most  new  industrial  developments  are  concerned 
with  the  appearance  of  the  plant  and  do  not  wish  to  be 
located  in  slum  areas  but  instead  desire  attractive  sites 
on  major  highways,   Most  factories  no  longer  present  the 
serious  problems  of  smoke,  dust,  noise,  and  odors.   How- 
ever, the  traffic  generated  by  workers  and  supplies  and 
finished  products  remains  a  major  consideration  in 
planning  for  industries. 
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MAJOR    WATER    LINES 
MAJOR     SEWER     LINES 
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POTENTIAL  INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT 


One  of  the  major  limitations  to  future  industrial  deve- 
lopment is  the  lack  of  suitable  sites.   The  land  west 
and  north  of  Sanford  is  generally  moderately  to  steeply 
sloping  and  not  suitable  for  large  industrial  sites. 
However,  there  are  some  specific  areas  with  enough  level 
acreage  for  modern  industrial  sites-   Those  sites  having 
good  access  and  a  possibility  of  being  served  by 
community  water  and  sewer  systems  are  shown  on  the 
Existing  and  Potential  Industrial  Land  Use  Map,   Major 
water  using  industries  could  take  advantage  of  the  Deep 
and  Cape  Fear  Rivers  by  locating  near  one  of  the  rivers 
and  developing  their  own  water  and  sewage  treatment 
facilities  , 


The  land  south  of  Sanford  is  relatively  level  and  would 
be  suitable  for  industrial  development  if  community 
water  and  sewer  systems  were  available.   Because  of  the 
major  problems  in  extending  sewer  lines  south  of  Sanford, 
major  water  using  industries  should  be  discouraged  from 
locating  there.   The  proposed  U,  S.  421  bypass  north  of 
Sanford  will  improve  highway  transportation  to  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  county,   Large f  level  sites  close 
to  U  o  So  42  1  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county  and  in 
the  vicinity  of  Broadway  should  be  reserved  for  future 
industrial  development  when  community  water  and  sewer 
services  are  made  available. 

Rail  access  south  of  Sanford  in  the  vicinity  of  the  air- 
port would  make  some  of  the  level  open  areas  desirable 
for  industrial  development  if  water  and  sewer  service 
were  also  available.   Soils  and  topography  are  also 
suitable  for  industrial  development  further  south  in  the 
county  along  the  Seaboard  Coast  Line  routes.   However, 
development  in  this  portion  of  the  county  should  be 
limited  until  satisfactory  sewage  treatment  is  provided 
to  avoid  contamination  of  ground  water  supplies  in  the 
ar ea  , 
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Commercial  activity  in  Lee  County  is  centered  in  Sanford, 
Downtown  Sanford  offers  a  variety  of  shoppers  goods  and 
services  to  residents  of  Lee  County  and  people  living  in 
adjoining  counties.   In  recent  years  the  Kendale  Village 
shopping  center  has  been  developed  in  the  Jonesboro 
Heights  section  of  Sanford.   Kendale  Village,  along  with 
the  Jonesboro  shopping  area,  also  offers  a  relatively 
wide  range  of  goods  and  serves  as  a  regional  shopping 
center.   Another  major  shopping  center  is  planned  for  a 
site  on  the  bypass  highway  west  of  Sanford. 


TRADE  AND  SERVICE 


The  region  served  by  the  Sanford  trading  area  has  in- 
creased greatly  in  population  in  recent  years  and  is 
expected  to  continue  to  increase.   However,  future  in- 
creases may  not  be  as  great  since  some  surrounding  rural 
areas  are  actually  decreasing  in  population.   The  down- 
town shopping  area  should  be  strengthened  to  be  able  to 
continue  to  attract  the  regional  trade.   An  attractive, 
convenient  downtown  with  a  relatively  wide  variety  of 
goods  and  services  will  be  necessary  to  do  this.   Addi- 
tional shopping  centers  should  be  limited  to  those 
serving  neighborhood  needs,  thus  strengthening  downtown 
Sanford  as  it  serves  an  increasingly  large  service  area. 

There  are  several  neighborhood  service  and  shopping  areas 
in  Sanford  and  the  surrounding  suburban  area.   These 
shopping  areas  include  groceries,  drug  stores,  dry 
cleaners,  beauty  and  barber  shops,  and  other  services. 
Additional  neighborhood  shopping  areas  should  be  planned 
to  serve  the  new  suburban  development. 


In  the  rural  portion  of  the  county  are  found  many  com- 
bination grocery-auto  service  stations.   Located  at  cross- 
roads or  where  there  are  several  houses,  these  businesses 
have  served  local  needs  for  many  years,   As  auto  trans- 
portation has  become  easier  and  a  wider  range  of  goods 
more  desirable,  these  local  grocery-service  stations  have 
had  less  business  and  some  have  gone  out  of  business. 
Some  may  eventually  be  improved  to  serve  as  neighborhood 
shopping  areas  for  new  suburban  development,  but  most  will 
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probably  continue  as  they  are  or  eventually  go  out  of 
business. 

Highway*  and  urban  arterial  oriented"  businesses  are  be- 
coming increasingly  important  with  the  increased  use  of 
auto  and  truck  transportation.   Most  of  the  arterial 
oriented  businesses  are  still  locating  within  Sanford 
although  some  are  located  south  of  Jonesboro  Heights  west 
along  U.  S.  421  and  north  along  Business  U.  S.  1.   Exten- 
sive development  has  taken  place  along  the  bypass  high- 
way to  serve  primarily  through-highway  traffic.   Addi- 
tional development  can  be  expected  to  take  place  along 
the  proposed  U «  S.  421  Bypass,  especially  near  intersec- 
tions with  the  U.  S.  1-15-501  Bypass  and  southeast  of 
Sanford . 

Special  precautions  should  be  taken  to  avoid  the  conges- 
tion and  danger  of  improper  highway-oriented  development. 
The  numerous  entrances,  signs,  obstructions,  and  cross- 
overs in  the  Northview  area  decrease  the  capacity  of  the 
highway  and  make  travel  along  this  section  of  the  high- 
way more  difficult  and  dangerous. 

The  only  concentration  of  commercial  activity  outside  of 
the  Sanford  area  is  in  Broadway.   Broadway  has  groceries, 
auto  service  stations,  a  drug  store,  a  branch  bank, 
doctors'  and  dentists'  offices,  and  retail  stores. 
Broadway  now  serves  the  neighborhood  shopping  needs  of 
the  eastern  portion  of  Lee  County  and  part  of  Harnett 
County.   As  the  eastern  part  of  the  county  develops, 
Broadway  could  become  a  major  regional  shopping  center. 

As  suburban  development  continues  in  the  county,  addi- 
tional neighborhood  shopping  areas  will  be  necessary. 
There  may  be  pressure  to  develop  more  major  shopping 


Motels,  restaurants,  service  stations,  truck  stops. 

Auto  dealers  and  repair  shops,  appliance  repair  shops, 
quick  service  restaurants  and  groceries,  building 
ma  terial  sales. 
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TRADE    AND    SERVICE 


SHOPPING    CENTER 
HIGHWAY     SERVICE 
LOCAL    TRAOE    a     SERVICE 
COMMERCIAL     SERVICE 


centers  but  this  should  be  discouraged  to  ensure  the  con- 
tinued vitality  of  downtown  Sanford.   Highway  oriented 
businesses  should  be  planned  and  carefully  regulated  to 
protect  and  maintain  the  major  investments  made  in  high- 
ways . 
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The  predominate  housing  type  in  Lee  County  is  the  single 
family  detached,  owner-occupied  dwelling.   Sanford  had  a 
higher  proportion  of  rental  units  in  1960  than  did  the 
rest  of  the  county.   New  rental  units  are  being  built  in 
or  near  Sanford  while  many  rural  rental  units  are  being 
abandoned  as  tenants  move  away  from  the  farms. 


RESIDENTIAL  DEVELOPMENT 


The  majority  of  the  Lee  County  residents  live  either  in 
Sanford  or  in  the  suburban  areas  adjacent  to  Sanford. 
Most  new  residential  development  is  taking  place  in  sub- 
urban subdivisions  near  Sanford.   The  town  of  Broadway 
has  grown  in  the  past  7  years  and  will  probably  continue 
to  grow.   However,  the  center  of  activity  is  Sanford  and 
people  will  continue  to  locate  in  the  closest  and  most 
convenient  area  suiting  their  particular  requirements. 
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Factors  which  will  tend  to  limit  future  residential 
development  in  portions  of  Lee  County  are  provisions  for 
water  supply  and  sewage  disposal.   Soils  and  subsoils  in 
much  of  the  county  are  such  that  any  development  will 
require  expensive  community  water  systems  and  sewer 
systems  to  overcome  the  natural  limitations .   As  out- 
lined in  Soils  and  Ground  Water,  residential  development 
can  occur  but  additional  costs  may  be  involved  and  cer- 
tain precautions  must  be  taken  to  assure  sound  develop- 
men  t  . 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS 


A  brief  survey  of  housing  conditions  in  the  county  is 
presented  here  because  of  the  importance  of  good  housing 
to  the  residents  of  the  county,   A  "windshield"  survey 
was  conducted  in  April,  1967,  to  determine  the  location 
of  areas  of  substandard  housing.   While  the  survey  is 
superficial  it  is  the  only  means  of  locating  such  areas» 
The  1960  Census  of  Housing  presents  a  more  thorough  but 
now  dated  survey  of  housing  conditions  in  the  county. 
Many  new  houses  have  been  constructed  since  1960  and  pro- 
bably many  of  the  houses  classified  as  deteriorating  or 
dilapidated  in  1960  have  since  been  abandoned. 


'WINDSHIELD"  SURVEY 


Evaluations  in  the  windshield  survey  were  based  on  out- 
side structural  conditions  and  general  maintenance.   The 
condition  of  housing  was  classified  in  three  groups: 


Standard  -  housing  of  sound  construction  with  no  defects 
or  with  only  minor  defects  correctable  through  normal 
ma  in tenance  • 

Deteriorating  -  housing  with  major  defects  which  require 
correction  in  order  to  provide  adequate  housing, 

Dilapidated  -  housing  which  does  not  appear  to  provide 
safe  or  desirable  shelter  and  is  not  economically  feasible 
to  correct  or  improve. 
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Abandoned  housing  units  which  appeared  to  be  dilapidated 
or  seriously  deteriorating  were  not  counted  in  the 
survey . 

Trailers  or  mobile  homes  were  not  classified  as  to  con- 
dition.  Most  trailers  are  relatively  new  and  have  not 
begun  to  deteriorate.   Trailers  do  not  present  the  same 
blighting  problem  that  houses  do  because  trailers  are 
more  likely  to  be  abandoned  and  moved  from  the  site  than 
dilapidated  houses. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS  -  1967 
(WINDSHIELD  SURVEY) 


1  o  Greenwood 

2  *  Jonesboro* 

3.  Cape  Fear 

4 .  Deep  River 

5 .  East  Sanf ord* 

6.  West  Sanford* 
7 „  Pocket 


Total   Standard    Deteriorating    Dilapidated    Trailers 


640 

401 

955 

697 

546 

360 

314 

214 

33  1 

215 

1  ,292 

972 

626 

446 

113 
99 
78 
31 
72 

148 
80 


76 
52 
77 
51 
27 
120 
64 


50 
107 
3  1 
18 
17 
52 
36 


TOTAL 


4,704    3,305 


621 


467 


311 


Exclusive  of  Sanford. 


Housing  conditions  are  generally  mixed  in  rural  areas  of 
Lee  County.   Blight  as  often  defined  for  urban  areas 
occurs  only  in  limited  areas  in  the  county  and  does  not 
have  serious  effects  on  adjacent  properties^   The  resi- 
dential areas  which  might  be  considered  as  blighted  are 
more  densely  developed  areas  occupied  by  Negroes. 
Communities  in  the  rural  portion  of  the  county  with  a 
high  percentage  of  substandard  houses  are  Osgood,  Colon, 
an  area  south  of  Cumnock  and  New  Hope-   There  are  also 
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three  such  areas  adjacent  to  Sanford:   Grape  Vineyard 
Road,  Washington  Park,  and  a  small  area  west  of  Jonesboro 
Heights.   All  of  these  areas  may  be  characterized  as 
having  small  houses  of  substandard  construction  many  of 
which  have  deteriorated  to  the  point  where  they  are  un- 
safe.  Although  they  may  be  in  rural  areas,  lots  are 
small  and  the  houses  are  closely  spaced.   Proper 
facilities  and  services  are  lacking  and  open  wells  are 
still  in  use  in  some  areas.   Many  of  the  houses  do  not 
have  direct  access  to  a  publicly  maintained  road. 

The  remaining  substandard  housing  units  are  scattered 
throughout  the  rural  portion  of  the  county.   Many  appear 
to  be  old  tenant  housing  and  are  located  some  distance 
from  state  maintained  roads  and  access  to  them  is  diffi- 
cult.  Most  of  these  will  probably  be  abandoned  as  the 
present  occupants  move  away  from  rural  areas. 

The  Census  of  Housing  provides  useful  information  of 
housing  conditions  every  10  years.   There  have  been  major 
changes  in  housing  in  Lee  County  since  1960  and  much  of 
the  census  information  is  no  longer  relevant.   The 
following  information  is  presented  to  indicate  general 
housing  trends  and  problem  areas  in  the  county. 


1960  CENSUS  OF  HOUSING 


In  1960,  slightly  more  than  30  percent  of  all  the  housing 
units  in  Lee  County  were  classified  as  substandard. 
About  20  percent  of  the  housing  units  in  Sanford  were 
substandard  while  more  than  40  percent  of  the  housing 
units  outside  of  Sanford  were  substandard.   Greenwood, 
Cape  Fear,  and  Deep  River  Townships  and  the  rural  por- 
tions of  Jonesboro  and  East  Sanford  all  had  more  than  40 
percent  substandard  housing  units. 
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HOUSING  CONDITIONS  -  1960 


1 o  G  r  e  e  nwo  od 

2.  JonesboroA 

3  <,  Cape  Fear 

4,  Deep  River 

5,  East  Sanford* 
6o  West  Sanford* 
7o  Pocket 

Total  Rural* 

Sanford 
Lee    Courjt  y 


All 
Units 


Standard 


Deteriorating  Dilapidated  Vacant 


Lacking 
With  All     Some 
Plumb  i  ng  Faci  lities 


632 

230 

106 

196 

731 

373 

35 

164 

486 

163 

47 

130 

311 

126 

48 

70 

262 

76 

55 

64 

856 

582 

72 

149 

583 

268 

126 

123 

3,861   1,818 


3  ,  767 
7  ,628 


2  ,788 
4,631 


489 

220 
693 


896 

576 
1,513 


*  Exclusive  of  Sanford? 

SOURCE:   Uo  So  Census  of  Housing, 


100 

70 

159 

36 

146 

37 

67 

29 

67 

11 

53 

53 

66 

65 

658 

183 
791 


301 

181 
482 


NEGRO  HOUSING 


Two-thirds  of  the  housing  units  occupied  by  Negroes  in 
Lee  County  were  classified  as  substandard  in  1960,   More 
than  t hree- f ou r ths  of  Negro  occupied  housing  units  in  the 
rural  portion  of  the  county  were  classified  as  substan- 
dard in  1960, 
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All 
Units 


Rura  1* 
S  anf or d 

Lee 

County 


Standard 


Lack Ing 
With  All     Some 
P lumb  i  ng  Facilities 

694    49         109 


Deteriorating  Dilapidated 


650   162 
1  ,344   211 


130 
239 


*  Exclusive  of  Sanford 


236 
268 

504 


300 
90 

390 


NEGRO  OCCUPIED  HOUSING  UNITS 


Water  supply  is  increasingly  important  as  a  factor  in 
determining  the  adequacy  of  housing  facilities. 
Deficiencies  in  water  supply  are  even  more  severe  in  Lee 
County  than  structural  deficiencies.   In  1960  almost  18 
percent  of  the  housing  units  in  Lee  County  did  not  have 
inside  running  water.   In  the  rural  portion  of  the  county 
over  30  percent  of  the  housing  units  did  not  have  inside 
running  water  while  in  Sanford  less  than  5  percent  did 
not  have  running  water. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Hot  & 

Cold 

Outside 

All 

Cold 

Wa  t  e  r 

Piped 

No 

Units 

Water 

Only 

Wat  er 

Wa  te  r 

Rura  1* 

3,861 

2,250 

43  4 

95 

1,082 

Sanford 

3  ,767 

3  ,  105 

484 

139 

39 

Lee  Count 

y 

7  ,628 

5,355 

918 

234 

1,121 

*  Exclusive  of  Sanford, 
SOURCE:   U=  S.  Census  of 
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Sanford  has  a  policy  of  encouraging  residential  develop- 
ment west  of  Sanford  where  future  development  can  be 
served  by  sewers  in  the  Big  Buffalo  drainage  basin.   This 
policy  is  effectively  carried  out  by  Sanford's  program  of 
subdivision  regulation,  zoning,  building  permits  and 
extension  of  city  water  mains  in  the  one  mile  extra- 
territorial area.   The  area  west  of  Sanford  is  generally 
rolling  and  wooded.   Artificial  ponds  and  lakes  have  been 
constructed  in  some  subdivisions  to  make  use  of  low  areas 
and  add  to  the  appearance.   Lots  are  relatively  large  and 
the  homes  are  generally  expensive.   This  area  will  pro- 
bably continue  to  be  attractive  to  upper  and  middle  income 
f ami  lies. 


POTENTIAL  DEVELOPMENT 


Suburban  development  is  taking  place  in  the  vicinity  of 
Tramway  but  neither  city  water  or  sewer  service  is  avail- 
able.  Soils  and  ground  water  supplies  are  adequate  for 
limited  residential  development  but  community  water  and 
sewer  facilities  should  be  extended  to  the  relatively 
dense  subdivisions  which  already  have  been  built  and  which 
will  continue  to  develop  in  the  area. 

A  variety  of  residential  development  is  planned  in  con- 
junction with  the  Quail  Ridge  Golf  Course  on  U.  S.  1 
south  of  Sanford.  This  type  of  development  has  a  great 
potential  as  shown  by  the  continued  growth  of  the  Sand- 
hills resorts.  However,  neither  water  or  sewer  service 
is  available  or  planned  for  the  area,  and  it  will  be 
necessary  before  any  major  growth  can  take  place. 

Generally,  soil  conditions  and  ground  water  resources  are 
more  favorable  for  residential  development  to  the  south 
and  east  of  Sanford,  and  scattered  residences  and  some 
small  subdivisions  have  been  built  in  recent  years  in 
rural  areas.   This  will  probably  continue  unless  regu- 
lated.  Conditions  are  not  as  favorable  for  residential 
development  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  county  and  not 
as  much  development  has  taken  place  in  recent  years. 
However,  community  water  and  sewer  systems  such  as  pro- 
posed in  Cumnock  and  Northview  could  change  this  trend, 
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PUBLIC  AND  SEMI-PUBLIC 
LAND  USES 


SCHOOLS 


FIRE  STATIONS 


COMMUNITY  CENTERS 


The  public  schools  administered  by  the  Lee  County  school 
unit  are  shown  on  the  Public  and  Semi-Public  Land  Use 
map.   The  proposed  merger  of  the  Lee  County  and  Sanford 
city  school  systems  was  defeated  at  a  special  election 
in  September,  1967.   The  two  systems  will  have  to  co- 
ordinate their  building  programs  in  order  to  avoid  un- 
necessary duplication  and  also  provide  adequate  educa- 
tional facilities  for  all  Lee  County  children. 

The  trend  in  school  planning  is  toward  larger,  more 
efficient  consolidated  schools  with  better  facilities 
which  can  offer  more  varied  programs.   One  Lee  County 
elementary  school,  New  Hope,  with  four  classrooms  has 


elementary  scnooi,  new  nope,  witn  rour  classrooms  nas 
been  closed  in  recent  years.   It  has  been  proposed  that 
a  Home  for  Boys  be  set  up  in  the  former  New  Hope  School. 
The  Youth  Development  Commission  was  appointed  by  the 
county  commissioners  to  investigate  the  possibilities  of 
developing  such  a  program. 

Sanford  is  the  location  of  Central  Carolina  Technical 
Institute,  begun  in  1963  as  the  Lee  County  Industrial 
Education  Center.   It  is  located  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Sanford  north  of  Jonesboro  Heights. 

Private  schools  in  Lee  County  include  Sanford  Business 
College  west  of  Sanford  on  the  bypass  highway  and 
Hank  Hanna  Beauty  College  in  Sanford. 

There  are  five  rural  fire  districts  in  Lee  County.   Their 
boundaries  and  the  fire  stations  serving  them  are  in- 
dicated on  the  Public  and  Semi-Public  Land  Use  map. 

There  are  several  buildings  throughout  the  county  built 
and  maintained  as  community  centers  and  clubhouses  for 
various  civic  and  fraternal  organizations.   The  community 
centers  serve  as  focal  points  for  the  rural  communities 
and  provide  convenient  meeting  places  for  community 
functions.   Clubhouses  and  shelters  built  and  maintained 
by  other  clubs  and  organizations  are  often  available  to 
other  groups  for  meetings  and  recreational  purposes. 
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PUBLIC   8   SEMI-PUBLIC 
LAND   USE 

A    PUBLIC    SCHOOLS 

A    COMMUNITY     BUILDINGS 

A    FIRE     STATIONS 

FIRE     DISTRICTS 


OTHER  PUBLIC  USES 


Other  public  uses  outside  of  Sanford  include  the  State 
Highway  Patrol  headquarters,  postal  substations,  and  the 
Broadway  town  hall. 


CHURCHES  AND  CEMETERIES 


A 


There  are  52   churches  in  the  rural  portion  of  Lee 
County.   Almost  all  appeared  to  be  active  at  the  time  of 
the  survey.   Many  of  the  church  organizations  are  quite 
old  and  some  of  the  original  buildings  are  still  in  use. 
These  older  church  buildings  have  become  county  land- 
marks and  different  areas  are  often  referred  to  by  the 
name  of  the  church  in  that  area. 


There  are  many  cemeteries  scattered  throughout  the 


Commercial  perpetual  care  cemeteries  are  increasingly 
used  in  many  areas  of  the  U-  S  .,   Such  cemeteries  are 
planned  for  the  provision  of  continual  maintenance  which 
is  often  lacking  or  difficult  to  provide  for  the  many 
scattered  small  cemeteries  now  in  use  in  Lee  County: 
There  is  only  one  commercial  cemetery  in  Lee  County,  lo- 
cated just  north  of  Sanford 


There  are  no  publicly  owned  or  operated  parks  or  recrea- 
tion facilities  in  Lee  County  outside  of  Sanford  except 
the  Sanford  golf  course  just  north  of  Sanford.   The 
Optimist  Club  has  developed  a  ball  park  west  of  Sanford 
on  the  bypass  highway.   A  wildlife  club  also  has  a  club- 
house and  grounds  north  of  Sanford. 


RECREATION  FACILITIES 


The  Lions  Club  of  Broadway  has  developed  an  artificial 
lake  in  the  eastern  part  of  Broadway.   The  Lions  have 
stocked  and  landscaped  the  lake  and  have  built  an  access 
area  and  shelter  house. 

The  Lemon  Springs  Ruritans  have  built  a  clubhouse  close 
to  a  small  artificial  lake  near  Lemon  Springs. 

Commercial  recreation  facilities  in  the  county  are  the 
f o 1 lowi  ng  : 

-  Vance's  Marina  on  the  Deep  River  east  of  U.  S.  1. 

-  Sanford  Drag  Strip  on  U.  S.  421  north  of  Sanford. 

-  Sanford  race  track  on  U.  S.  1  south  of  Sanford. 

-  Quail  Ridge  Golf  Course  on  U.  S.  1  south  of 
Sanford  (scheduled  to  open  fall  of  1967). 

The  Wildlife  Resources  Commission  maintains  fishing  and 
boating  access  sites  at  two  locations  just  outside  of 
Lee  County.   One  is  located  on  the  Cape  Fear  River  in 
Chatham  County  just  upstream  from  N.  C.  42.   The  other 
is  on  the  Deep  River  in  Moore  County  just  south  of 
Carbonton  (N.  C .  42) . 


There  are  many  small  artificial  lakes  and  ponds  scattered 
throughout  the  county.   Most  are  stocked  and  serve  con- 
servation and  private  recreation  purposes.   Some  attrac- 
tive subdivisions  have  been  developed  around  new 
artificial  lakes  .   The  topography  of  the  county  lends 
itself  to  further  development  of  this  type. 


The  Cape  Fear  and  Deep  Rivers  form  the  boundary  for  the 
northern  half  of  the  county.   Only  limited  use  has  been 
made  of  the  recreation  potential  of  these  rivers.   The 
Lockville  dam  impounds  a  sizeable  lake  on  the  Deep  River. 
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While  there  is  some  fishing  on  the  river  above  the  dam 
and  in  the  rapids  below,  there  is  no  public  access  area. 

There  are  a  variety  of  potential  points  of  interest  along 
the  Deep  River  and  Cape  Fear  River  in  Moore,  Chatham, 
Lee  and  Harnett  Counties  which  could  eventually  be  deve- 
loped into  a  recreational  and  historical  parkway.   The 
"House  in  the  Horseshoe"  restoration  is  in  Moore  County. 
The  Deep  River  Coal  Field  is  unique  in  North  Carolina 
and  warrants  some  development  to  display  and  explain  its 
geology.   The  coal  and  iron  mining  and  the  iron  industry 
which  briefly  flourished  are  of  historical  interest. 
Restoration  of  dams,  locks  and  canals  used  in  early  river 
transportation  is  also  a  possibility  in  connection  with 
development  of  recreation  sites  along  the  rivers. 

Much  of  the  county  is  wooded  and  there  are  many  areas 
suitable  for  natural  parks,  campgrounds,  and  hiking 
trails.   Some  specific  areas  i  n  the  vicinity  of  the 
Sanford  water  works  east  of  Sanford  might  be  suitable  for 
development  of  a  natural  park  b-e  cause  of  the  heavily 
wooded,  rolling  terrain,   However   the  more  level  sandy 
soils  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  county  are  more 
suitable  for  general  recreational  purposes  such  as 
camping  and  various  field  sports. 

The  Quail  Ridge  Golf  Course  is  an  indication  of  the  possi- 
bilities of  recreational  development  in  the  southern 
section  of  the  county.   The  Sandhills  section  of  the 
Coastal  Plain  has  long  been  popular  for  recreational 
oriented  development  in  the  Southern  Pines  area. 

An  additional  recreation  resource  for  Lee  County  resi- 
dents will  be  the  New  Hope  reservoir  formed  by  the  dam 
on  the  Haw  River  just  north  of  Lee  County. 
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A  study  of  the  people  in  an  area  is  an  essential  item  in 
the  planning  program  for  that  area=.   Planning  is  for 
people  and  it  is  necessary  to  know  how  many  people,  with 
what  characteristics  live  where  in  the  area.   People  go 
to  school,  work,  shop,  get  sick,  travel;  and  die«   These 
and  other  activities  require  land  and  serviceso   The 
people  through  their  government  must  provide  for  many  of 
these  activities.   Estimates  or  projections  of  future 
populations  are  necessary  so  that  both  public  and  private 
sectors  can  plan  now  for  the  provision  of  facilities  in 
the  future,, 

The  primary  source  of  information  about  people  is  the 
Uo  So  Census  of  Population;.   The  Decennial  Census  in- 
cludes age,  race,  sex,  income,  education,  and  occupation^ 
There  is  also  a  Decennial  Census  of  Housing:   A  special 
census  of  population  in  Lee  County  was  taken  in  1966,  but 
it  only  included  information  of  age,  race,  and  sex  of  the 
inhabitants^   Data  from  the  1960  census  is  already 
years  old  and  many  characteristics  have  changed  in  this 
intervening  period?   Nevertheless,  the  development  of 
some  trends  can  be  seen  from  comparing  information  from 
the  Decennial  Census. 
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COUNTY,  REGION  AND  STATE 
POPULATION  TRENDS  


PIEDMONT  CRESCENT 


STATE  ECONOMIC  AREA  NO.  6 


Lee  County  population  trends  have  more  closely  followed 
those  of  the  Piedmont  region  and  the  state  than  those  of 
State  Economic  Area  #6.*   During  the  1940's  Lee  County 
experienced  a  major  increase  in  population.   Population 
growth  of  the  SEA  #6  during  the  same  period  was  rela- 
tively limited  and  since  1950,  population  in  SEA  #6  has 
actually  decreased.   The  population  of  Lee  County  has 
continued  to  increase  since  1950  at  a  rate  similar  to 
that  of  the  Piedmont  Crescent.   This  reflects  the  indus- 
trial growth  of  the  county  which  has  continued  to 
provide  employment  opportunities  to  hold  present  resi- 
dents and  attract  new  people. 

Lee  County  had  a  total  population  of  29,197  in  1966. 
This  was  a  9.8  percent  increase  in  the  six  year  period 
from  1960.   If  the  county  continues  to  grow  at  this 
rate,  it  will  have  a  population  of  almost  31,000  in  1970, 


COUNTY,  SEA  #6,  PIEDMONT, 
AND  STATE  POPULATION 


19  10 


1«20 


1940 


1 9  5  0 


1966 


North  Carolina 
7.  change 


2,206,287   2,559,123   3,170,276   3,571,623   A, 061, 929   4,556,153 
16.17.       23.67.       12.67.       13.87.       12. 2% 


Piedmont  Industrial  Crescent 
%    change 


1,105,286   1,305,156   1,702,619   1,939,616   2,244,420   2,593,043 
18.17.       30.47.       13.97.       15.77.       15.67. 


State  Economic  Area  #  6 ;' 
7.  change 


149,891     174,973     205,430     227,747     241,693     234,153   225,851* 
15.77.       17.47.       10.87.        6.11.       -3.17.       -3.57. 


Lee  County 
hange 


11,376      13,400      16,996      18,743      23,522      26,561    29,197 
17.87.       26.87.       10.37.       25.4%       13.2  9.87. 


*   SEA  #6:   Warren,  Franklin,  Lee,  Harnett,  Johnston,  and  Sampson  Counties, 
**  1965  est  ima t e . 
N.A.  -  not  available. 
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LEE  COUNTY  POPULATION 


Lee  County  (Total) 
Urban  (Sanf ord) 
Rura  1 


1910 


1920 


19  3  0 


1940 


1950 


1960 


11,376  13,400       16,996       18,743 

2,282  2,977  4,253  4,960 

9,094  10,423        12,743        13,783 


1966 


23,522       26,561  29,197 

10,013        12,253  12,573 

13,509        14,308  16,624 


TOWNSH  I  PS 
1  o       Greenwood 
2«        Jonesboro 
').        Cape     Fe=ir 
40       Deep    River 

5.  East  Sanford 

6,  West  S  a  n  f o  rd 
Pocket 


1,071 

1  ,586 

2. 

,  129 

2 

,266 

2: 

,634 

?  , 

,  49  2 

2  , 

,47  2 

2  ,   120 

2  ,423 

2. 

,  685 

2 

,862 

3 

,454 

5; 

r090 

5. 

,  683 

1  ,490 

1,779 

1 

,9  4 

1 

,929 

2 

,016 

1 

,740 

1  , 

,801 

1,116 

1,005 

1 

,02  5 

1 

,  110 

1 

,141 

1 

,  130 

1: 

,201 

723 

656 

2 

,904 

3 

,  558 

5 

,  120 

5 

,837 

5 

,769 

3  ,  362 

4;  350 

4 

,545 

5 

,  196 

7 

,3  26 

8 

,235 

10 

,0  54 

1  ,49  4 

1,601 

1 

,  '34 

1 

,822 

1 

,331 

2 

,037 

2 

,215 

POPULATION  BY  AGE  GROUP 


The  ages  of  the  people  determine  the  type  a'ld  amount  of 
services  required.   The  productivity  and  economic  status 
of  an  area  are  also  determined  by  the  proportion  of  the 
population  which  is  in  the  working  age  group.   To  a 
large  extent  >"he  future  population  is  determined  by  the 
people  who  already  live  in  the  area  fir  they  are  the 
ones  who  marry  and  have  families  ■>       Of  course  migration 
alters  the  population  trends  determined  by  births  and 
deaths  o 

The  percentage  of  people  in  Lee  County  60  or  more  years 
old  is  increasing-   Life  expects  n  c  y  is  increasing  and 
people  of  this  age  have  not  tended  to  move  ou'  of  the 
area    This  portion  of  'he  population  is  increasing  at  -i 
greater  rate  than  the  whole  population,,   This  age  group 
will  require  additional  health  and  special  housing 


facilities.   Special  recreation  programs  will  increasingly 
be  needed  for  this  groupo 

The  proportion  of  the  county  in  the  productive  age  group 
is  decreasing  slightly.   In  1950,  5  0,4  percent  of  the 
county  population  was  between  20  and  60  years  of  age.. 
This  decreased  to  47,2  percent  in  1966  and  was  projected 
by  Hamilton  and  Perry  to  decrease  still  further  to  4  5  ,  6 
percent  by  1980,   Since  people  in  this  category  are  the 
ones  responsible  for  production,  a  decreasing  proportion 
of  the  population  will  be  responsible  for  educating  the 
children  and  caring  for  the  retired  as  well  as  supporting 
the  general  services  necessary  for  all  the  people,   The 
apparent  net  in-migration  since  1960  has  largely  been  in 
the  under  60  age  groups  and  has  altered  somewhat  the  pro- 
jected trends. 

The  school  age  population  will  continue  to  increase  but 
the  percentage  in  this  age  group  will  decrease  slightly 
in  proportion  to  the  rest  of  the  population.   Much  of  the 
current  school  population  is  the  result  of  the  "baby 
boom"  following  the  end  of  World  War  IT  up  to  I960, 
Current  birth  rates,  the  lowest  since  the  depression,  are 
reflected  in  the  decreasing  percentage  of  children  under 
5  years  of  age. 

The  population  of  child  bearing  age  (20-39  years  of  age) 
decreased  between  1950  and  1960,  with  the  proportion  in 
this  age  group  decreasing  greatly  from  32,2  percent  to 
26,8  percent  in  1960,   This  was  due  partly  to  the  smaller 
proportion  of  the  population  under  20  in  1950,  but  was 
due  primarily  to  out-migration  of  people  during  the  1950's 
The  decrease  in  the  child  bearing  group  is  reflected  in 
the  much  lower  proportion  of  children  under  5  in  1966, 
The  number  of  children  under  5  also  showed  an  absolute 
decrease  between  1960  and  1966,   This  trend  is  projected 
by  Hamilton  and  Perry  to  reverse  and  by  1970  will  again 
approach  the  levels  of  1960,  as  the  population  again 
approaches  a  more  normal  distribution, 
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LEE  COUNTY 

POPULATION  BY  AGE  GROUP 


Age  Group 


60  + 

40-59 

20-39 

5-19 

0-  4 

TOTAL 


1950 


1960 


1966 


1,957 
4,275 
7,573 
6,711 
3  ,00  6 


2,577 
5,462 
7,117 
8,276 
3  ,  129 


3,141 
6,288 
7  ,508 
9  ,228 
3  ,032 


1970* 


3  ,248 
6,309 
7,776 
8,882 
3  ,573 


1 9  8  0  * 


4,212 
6,  127 
9  ,277 
10,048 
4,075 


23,522    26,561    29,197    29,788    33,739 


*  1970  and  1980  estimates  are  from  1980  Population 

Projections  for  North  Carolina  Counties,  Hamilton  and 
Perry,  Division  of  Community  Planning,  1964„ 


NEGRO  POPULATION 


In  1910,  shortly  after  Lee  County  was  formed,  approxi- 
mately one-third  of  the  people  were  Negroeso   Although 
the  Negro  population  has  generally  been  increasing  since 
that  time,  it  has  not  been  increasing  as  fast  as  the 
white  population  and  therefore  has  decreased  in  propor- 
tion of  the  total  populatlono 
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NEGRO  POPULATION 


Lee  County 


S  anf or d 


Negro      %  of  Total 
Population   Population 


%  of  County 
Negro  Negro 

Population   Population 


1910 

3  ,526 

3  1.0% 

N  .A  . 

N.A. 

1920 

3  ,887 

29.0 

792 

2  0  .  4% 

1930 

5,406 

31.8 

1  ,071 

20.0 

1940 

5,350 

28.5 

1,019 

19,0 

1950 

6,  122 

26.0 

2,286 

37,5 

1960 

5,9  03 

22.2 

2,458 

43.5 

1966 

6,793 

23.3 

2  ,656 

39.0 

1970* 

7  ,350 

23.7 

- 

- 

1975* 

7  ,900 

23,8 

- 

- 

1980* 

8,400 

23.8 

- 

- 

1985* 

9  ,000 

23.8 
f    Pro  j  ec  t  ions 

see    page 

- 

*    For 

exp 1  ana t  ion    o 

Between  1950  and  1960  the  Negro  population  experienced  an 
actual  decrease.   This  was  due  to  migration  of  Negroes  to 
other  areas  that  offered  somewhat  better  economic,  edu- 
cational, and  social  opportunities.   Apparently,  oppor- 
tunities for  Negroes  in  Lee  County  have  improved  or 
other  factors  have  changed  because  the  downward  trend 
was  reversed  between  1960  and  1966.   In  this  period  the 
Negro  population  increased  by  over  13  percent,  while  the 
total  population  increased  by  less  than  10  percent. 
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LEE  COUNTY  NEGRO  POPULATION 


Until  the  1940's  the  Negro  population  was  pr edom inan te  ly 
rural  with  only  about  one-fifth  of  the  Negroes  in  Lee 
County  living  in  Sanford,   Between  1940  and  1960  the 
rural  Negro  population  decreased  while  the  number  of 
Negroes  living  in  Sanford  increased,   Thus,  in  1960  about 
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45  percent  of  the  Negro  population  was  classified  as 
urban,   At  the  time  of  the  special  1966  census  the  per- 
centage of  Lee  County  Negroes  living  in  Sanford  had  de- 
creased to  39  percent. 

Between  1960  and  1966,  the  Negro  population  of  the  rural 
townships  (Greenwood,  Cape  Fear,  Deep  River,  and  Pocket) 
either  decreased  or  increased  by  a  small  percentage. 
The  total  Negro  population  of  the  four  rural  townships 
decreased  by  3,7  percent  during  the  period.   During  the 
same  period  the  Negro  population  of  Sanford  increased  by 
8,1  percent,  and  the  rural  portions  of  the  three  town- 
ships around  Sanford  increased  by  47,8  percent.   Thus 
the  trends  of  a  decreasing  rural  Negro  population  are 
continuing  but  instead  of  moving  out  of  the  county,  more 
Negroes  are  moving  to  Sanford  ;s  suburban  areas, 


NEGRO  POPULATION  GROWTH 


Rural  Townships* 
Urban  Townships** 
Total  Rural 
Sanford 
Total  County 


1960 


1,853 

1  ,592 
3  ,445 

2  ,458 
5,903 


1966 


1,784 
2,353 
4,  137 
2  ,656 
6,793 


7,  Change 


-3,77, 
+  4  7  ,87, 
+  2  0  ,  17, 

+  8,  17, 
+  15,17, 


*   Greenwood,  Cape  Fear,  Deep  River  and  Pocket, 

**  Jonesboro,  East  Sanford,  and  West  Sanford  Townships 
exclusive  of  City  of  Sanford, 

SOURCE;   U,  S,  Census, 
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Educational  attainment  is  of  vital  importance  to  both 
the  individual  and  to  the  community.   The  individual  must 
have  an  increasingly  better  education  to  fill  the  jobs  of 
a  modern  community  and  he  must  also  have  a  general  educa- 
tion in  order  to  better  enjoy  the  benefits  of  his  labor  » 
The  economic  life  of  a  community  dpends  on  a  supply  of 
well  educated  workers  for  all  types  of  jobs,   Community 
leadership  also  demands  an  educated  and  participating 
public. 


EDUCATION 


MEDIAN  NUMBER  OF  SCHOOL 

YEARS  COMPLETED  BY 

PERSONS  25  AND  OVER 

IN  1960 


8.9 


9o6  9.4 


10.7 


8,3l 


6.5 


NORTH 
CAROLINA 


URBAN   RURAL 


I 


TOTAL 


=  NEGRO 


The  1960  census  showed  that  Lee  County  rated  well  within 
the  state  in  educational  achievement-   The  median  number 
of  school  years  completed  by  persons  25  years  and  over 
was  9-6  years  in  Lee  County  while  the  median  for  the 
state  of  North  Carolina  was  8,9  years    Educational 
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levels  are  nor.  equal  in  all  areas  of  the  county.   Rural 
areas  are  much  lower  than  Sanford,  and  Negroes  generally 
have  not  completed  as  much  schooling  as  have  the  whites. 

Individuals  with  less  than  6  years  of  formal  schooling 
are  termed  functionally  illiterate  by  sociologists, 
educators,  and  an  increasing  number  of  employers  because 
such  individuals  normally  can  rot  read  and  understand 
moderately  complicated  directions  or  make  elementary 
arithmetic  calculations.   In  1960,  12.6  percent  of  the 
county  population  25  and  over  had  completed  4  year=  or 
less  of  school.   Twent  y-s  e  ve  o.    percent  of  the  county 
Negro  population  had  completed  4  years  or  less.   There 
have  undoubtedly  been  great  improvements  in  the  seven 
year  period  since  the  census,,  but  there  are  probably 
still  unequal  levels  of  educational  attainment  within 
the  county. 


HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATES  SURVEY 


The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  a  follow-up 
summary  of  high  school  graduates  for  the  five-year  period, 
1959-1964.*   The  number  of  high  school  graduates  who  con- 
tinue their  formal  education  is  influenced  by  factors 
not  apparent  in  this  table>  however,  interpretations  from 
the  five-year  summary  do  indicate  the  following  pattern, 

-  The  holding  power  of  the  secondary  schools  in  the 
Sanford  Unit  has  been  consistently  greater  than 
in  the  Lee  County  Unit,  based  on  the  percentage 
of  eighth  grade  students  foot  years  preceding  who 
completed  the  requirements  for  high  school 
graduation. 

-  Sanford  has  a  higher  percentage  of  graduates 
entering  college  than  Lee  County.   Lee  County  has 
a  larger  drop-out  rate  between  eighth  grade  and 
graduation.   One  factor  is  that  Sanford  has  no 
Negro  high  schools 


*  Lee  County,  Sanford  City  School  Survey,  N .  C.  State 
Department  of  Public  Instruction,  (1964). 
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Except  for  1963-64,  Lee  County  had  a  higher  per- 
centage of  graduates  continuing  their  education  or 
training  other  than  college  than  in  Sanford. 
Lee  County  has  a  higher  percentage  of  graduates 
who  do  not  continue  their  formal  education  beyond 
high  school  graduation. 


Number  of  High  School 
Gr adua  tes 

Lee  County 

Sanford  City 

7=  of  8th  Grade  Four  Years 
Pr eced  ing 

Lee  County 

Sanford  City 

X    of  Graduates  Entering 
College 

Lee  Count  y 

Sanford  City 

%  of  Graduates  Continuing 
Education  or  Training 
Other  Than  College 

Lee  County 

Sanford  City 

%  of  Graduates  Not 
Accounted  For** 

Lee  County 

Sanford  City 


1959    1960   1961   196?   1963 


146     161    138    153    147 
140     158    189    153    169 


43  =  8   55,7   51o5   52=0   56,3 
101=4   66,7   69=7   68,9   ?2  =  2 


12=3   18,6   25,4   30=7   23=8 
41=4   61,4   40,7   49,0   5  1,5 


14=4   10=6   16,7   16,3   13,6 
11,4    9,5   12,2   14.2   16,0 


73,3   70.8   58,0   52,9   62=6 
47,1   29,1   41,1   36,8   32,5 


*   Lee  County,  Sanford  City  School  Survey,  State  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction,  1964, 

**  Includes  those  entering  directly  into  employment, 
military  service  and/or  homemaking, 


HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATES 
FIVE  YEAR  SUMMARY* 
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NATURAL  RATE  OF  INCREASE 


The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  deaths  and  births 
per  1,000  population  for  Lee  County  in  1965,   The  number 
of  births  less  the  number  of  deaths  gives  the  natural 
rate  of  increase  for  the  population, 


LEE  COUNTY  VITAL  RATES  -  1965 


No,  births  per  1,000 
No,  deaths  per  1,000 
Natural  rate  of  increase 


Tota  1 


21.3 

8,6 
12,7 


White 


18o6 

7,6 
11,0 


Ne  gro 


31,4 
12,4 
19,0 


If  there  were  no  migration,  the  county  population  would 
be  increasing  by  almost  1.3  percent  per  year.   The  Negro 
population  has  a  much  higher  birth  rate  resulting  in  a 
higher  natural  rate  of  increase,   Between  1950  and  I960 
many  Negroes  migrated  out  of  the  county  resulting  in  a 
decrease  in  the  Negro  population.   The  1966  census  shows 
that  this  trend  has  reversed  and  the  Negro  population  is 
increasing  at  approximately  the  natural  rate, 


POPULATION  PROJECTIONS 


In  1963,  the  Division  of  Community  Planning  made  popula- 
tion projections  for  all  North  Carolina  counties,^   The 
method  used  implies  t.ha'  the  combined  effects  of  migra- 
tion and  births  and  deaths  remain  constsnt  from  one 
decade  to  another.   The  1950-1960  decade  was  used  as  the 
"normal"  decade  for  the  projections. 

The  1966  sperial  census  provides  population  statistics 
not  usually  available  in  an  intermediate  year.   The  1966 
statistics  show  that  population  trends  have  changed. 
The  overall  effect  has  been  a  greater  increase  in 
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*  Hamilton  and  Perry,  1980  Population  Projections  for 
N ,  C ,  Counties ,  January,  1964, 


population  than  predicted  by  Hamilton  and  Perry.   The 
white  population  has  not  increased  as  greatly  as  predic- 
ted-  The  Negro  population  trend  between  1950  and  1960 
has  reversed  resulting  in  a  major  increase  in  the  Negro 
population  since  1 9  6  0  0 

The  following  table  shows  projections  based  on  trends 
between  1950  and  1960,  between  1960  and  1966,  and  between 
1950  and  1966, 

An  adjusted  projection  for  the  use  of  this  planning  pro- 
gram assumes  that  the  Negro  population  will  continue  to 
increase  at  the  present  rate  until  1970=   After  1970  the 
Negro  population  is  projected  to  increase  at  a  slightly 
decreased  rate.   The  Negro  population  will  then  be  in- 
creasing at  less  than  the  current  natural  rate  of  increase 
thus  indicating  either  a  continuing  out-migration  of 
Negroes  or  a  lowering  of  the  natural  rate  of  increase. 

The  white  population  is  projected  to  continue  to  increase 
at  a  rate  approximately  the  same  as  that  between  1960  and 
1966.,   The  white  population  is  expected  to  increase  at  a 
rate  somewhat  greater  than  the  natural  rate  of  increase 
indicating  a  continuing  in-migration  of  white  families , 
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LEE  COUNTY 

POPULATION  PROJECTIONS 

(  1970-1985) 


U.     So     Census 


Hamilton  and  Perry 


1960-1966  Trends' 


1950-1966  Trend: 


Adjusted  Projection* 


Tota  1 
W 

N 

Total 
W 

N 

Total 
W 
N 

Total 
W 

N 

To  ta  1 
W 
N 


1950 


1960 


1966 


1970 


1975 


1980 


23,522    26,561   29,197 

17,400    20,658   22,404 

6,122     5,903    6,793 


W  -  White 
N  -  Negro 

*  D,C,P,  estimates 


29 ,800 

2  4,246 

5,542 


33  ,800 

28,451 

5,288 


1985 


30,900   33,450   36,250    39,020 

23,500   25,200   27,000    29,000 

7,40  0    8,250    9,250    10,020 


30,520   32,750   35,060    37,570 

23,600   25,600   27,700    30,000 

6,920    7,150    7,360     7,570 


30,900   33,000   35,300    37,700 

23,550   25,100   26,850    28,700 

7,350    7,900    8,450     9,000 
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POTENTIAL  FOR  POPULATION 
GROWTH 


The  following  table  show?  the  comparable  data  for  1960 
and  1965-66o   While  there  are  many  assumptions  involved, 
the  favorable  employment  situation  during  the  1960=1966 
period  was  largely  responsible  for  the  population  growth 
during  the  period.   The  1966  data  shows  that  employment 
has  probably  increased  at  a  rate  greater  than  the  work 
forces   Thus,  under  current  economic  conditions,  the 
county  can  expect  to  increase  in  population  at  a  rate 
equal  to  or  greater  than  that  from  1960  to  1966= 
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POPULATION  GROWTH  POTENTIAL 


Population  15  Years 
Old  and  Older 

Civilian  Labor  Force 

Percent  of  Pop,  15+ 
in  Labor  For  ce 

Workers  Employed  in 
County 

Unemp  loy ed 

Total  Work  Force 

Net  Gain  of  Commuting 
Worker  s 

Persons  Per  Worker 

Potential  Pop.  Growth 


1960 

1965-66 

%  Change 

17  ,491 

19,662 

+12,3% 

10,353 

11,800 

+14,3% 

59% 

60% 

- 

10,646 

14, 150 

+13,5% 

43  2 

780 

+  83  ,  % 

11  ,078 

14,930 

+3  4,8% 

725 

3  ,  130 

- 

2,58 

2.47 

- 

1  ,880 

7,750 

- 
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This  section  briefly  presents  and  analyzes  some  of  the, 
characteristics  and  trends  of  the  Lee  County  economy.* 
The  future  of  the  county  depends  upon  the  relative  health 
of  its  economy  as  it  relates  to  individual  workers  and 
their  families,  businesses,  and  the  municipal  and  county 
governments^   All  are  interdependent,  no  one  being  able 
to  continue  work,  business  or  service  unless  ' he  others 
are  performing  their  functions  in  a  financially  sound 
manner  . 

The  relative  well-being  of  workers  and  their  families  is 
shown  by  employment  levels,  wages  and  income^   Trends  in 
the  employment  structure,  productivity,  and  sales  indi- 
cate the  growth  of  the  economy.   Comparisons  of  county 
rates  with  state  and  national  rates  give  some  idea  of  the 
performance  of  the  county:s  economy  „   Examination  of 
trends  in  county  employment  and  comparison  of  these 
trends  give  an  idea  of  what  direction  the  county's 
economy  may  go  in  the  future. 


*  For  an  earlier  study  of  the  Sanford  economy,  see 
Economy,  Sanford,  North  Carolina,  prepared  by  the 
Division  of  Community  Planning  for  the  City  of  Sanford, 
1963, 
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INCOME 


In  1959,  the  per  capita  income  and  the  median  family  in- 
come in  Lee  County  were  barely  above  those  of  the  state 
of  North  Carolina,   Both  Lee  County  and  North  Carolina 
income  levels  are  considerably  below  those  of  the  entin 
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1959  INCOME  MEASURES 


United  States 
North  Carolina 
Piedmont  Crescent 
Urban ,  No  Co 
Lee  County 

Urban  (Sanford) 

Rural* 

U  Gr e  e  nwoo  d 

2«  Jonesboro* 

3  o  Cape  Fear 

4 ,  Deep  R  ive  r 

5,  East  Sanford* 

6,  West  Sanford* 
7 „  Pocket 

*  Exclusive  of  Sanford 


Median 
Fami  ly 
I ncome 


$5,600 
3,956 
4,963 
4,843 
4,097 
4,529 
3  ,677 

2,852 
4,272 
3  ,322 
2,851 
3  ,292 
4,942 
3  ,081 


Per  ( 

Capita 

I ncome 

$1 

,853 

1 

,260 

1 

,581 

1 

,639 

1 

,269 

1 

,483 

1 

,085 

780 

1 

,389 

1 

,077 

880 

851 

1 

,534 

954 

There  were  great  differences  in  1959  income  levels  in 
different  areas  of  the  county  and  between  the  white  and 
Negro  population,   Income  levels  in  Sanford  were 
generally  higher  than  in  the  rest  of  the  county.   The 
one  exception  is  the  rural  portion  of  West  Sanford  Town- 
ship which  was  higher  than  Sanford.   Negro  income  levels 
in  all  areas  were  considerably  lower  than  those  of  the 
total  population., 
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LEE  COUNTY 
PER  CAPITA  INCOME 
( 1959) 


1483 


$1260   1269 


10  8J 

82  4 


577 


NORTH     LEE 
CAROLINA 


401 


URBAN  RURAL 


The  economic  progress  of  Lee  County  in  the  7  years  since 
the  1960  census  has  probably  greatly  altered  the  income 
levels  of  the  county,   Employment  has  increased  and  un- 
employment has  decreased  as  new  jobs  have  been  made 
available  in  the  county.   Many  of  these  new  jobs  have 
been  in  industries  where  wages  are  somewhat  higher  than 
those  of  the  previously  existing  jobs™   It  is  likely  that 
many  of  the  new  jobs  were  filled  by  workers  educated  and 
trained  outside  of  the  county,  thus  raising  both  the 
educational  and  income  levels  of  the  county. 


I 


TOTAL     =NEGR0 
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FAMILY  INCOME  BY  RACE 


1959 


Total 


Rural 


Total  Number  of  Families 
White 
Ne  gr  o 


6,538 
5,347 
1,  191 


3  ,367 

2,716 

651 


Families  with  income  under 
$3  ,000 

%  of  all  families 
White 

%  of  all  white  families 
Negro 

%  of  all  Negro  families 


2,348 

43  .8% 
1,482 
2  7,7% 
866 
7  2.5% 


1  ,390 

41  .  3% 
887 

3  2.6% 
503 

7  7.5% 


Urban 


3,171 

2,631 

540 


958 

30.  1% 
595 

22.  7% 
363 

6  7.0% 


Median  Family  Income  (Tota 
Negro 

1) 

$4,097 
$1,893 

$3, 
$1 

,677 
,695 

$4 
$2: 

,529 
,088 

Per  Capita  Income  (Total) 
Ne  gr  o 

$1,269 
$   577 

$1 
$ 

,085 
401 

$1: 

$ 

,483 
824 

SOURCE:   U.  S,  Census. 

EMPLOYMENT 


There  are  three  basic  sources  of  data  on  employment. 
The  decennial  census  tabulates  data  on  the  basis  of 
place  of  residence  and  also  place  of  work,   The  U.  S. 
Census  of  Manufacturing  and  Business  tabulates  data  on 
the  basis  of  place  of  work  at  five  year  intervals,  the 
most  recent  having  been  in  1963 5   The  North  Carolina 
Bureau  of  Employment  Security  Research  compiles  data  of 
employees  covered  by  B,  C.  Employment  Security  Commission 
and  estimates  total  employment  and  unemployment  on  a 
quarterly  basis.   The  E,S.C»  data  is  based  on  place  of  work 
or  place  where  claims  are  filed  with  E.S.Co   Thus,  E.S.C. 
estimates  are  essentially  those  of  the  local  labor 
market  whether  or  not  workers  are  residents  of  that  county. 
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Employment  has  continued  to  increase  in  Lee  County  since 
1940,   During  the  1950;s,  employment  in  the  county  in- 
creased at  a  rate  greater  than  that  of  the  state  but  less 
than  that  of  the  U»  S,   Since  1960  there  have  been 
greater  increases  in  employment  in  the  county.   Between 
1960  and  1965  employment  increased  by  about  30  percent 
while  the  resident  labor  force  increased  by  less  than  15 
percent. 


EMPLOYMENT  GROWTH 


1940* 

1950* 

%    increase 

1960* 

7o  increase 

1965 

%  increase- 


Lee 
County 


5,946 

8,834 

48,57, 

9  ,986 
13  ,0% 

14, 150** 
3  2o5% 


North 
Carolina 


1,208,700 

1,505,300 
2  4,57, 

1,679,400 
11,67, 

N.A. 


U, 


45,400,000 

57,500,000 
26 o  7% 

66,400,000 

15,57, 

71, 250,000*** 
7,3  7, 


* 


U, 


Census  of  Population 


N,  C»  Bureau  of  Employment  Security  Research,   Per- 
cent change  shown  is  change  from  comparable  1960 
data, 

***  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Long  Term  Economic  Growth, 


Unemployment  rates  in  Lee  County  since  1960  have  con- 
tinued to  be  higher  than  state  or  national  rates,   All 
have  decreased  but  the  Lee  County  rate  of  5,2  percent  in 
1965  was  still  substantially  higher  than  the  state  or 
national  rates,   This  is  difficult  to  explain  in  view  of 
the  overall  growth  of  employment  in  the  countyo   It  is 
likely  that  the  majority  of  the  unemployed  are  essentially 
unemployable  due  to  lack  of  education  and  job  skills, 


UNEMPLOYMENT 


I  □  5 


RATE  OF  UNEMPLOYED  TO 
TOTAL  EMPLOYED* 


1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 


Lee 
County 


North 
Carolina 


6.4% 
6,3 
6,0 
5,2 

N  .A. 


5  . 3  % 
5.1 

4,2 
3  ,6 


5,6% 

5,7 

5,2 

4„6 

3,9 


*  Annual  averages  of  total  work  force  employed 


OUT-OF-COUNTY  EMPLOYMENT 


The  following  table  of  worker  commuting  patterns  shows 
that  there  was  a  substantial  amount  of  commuting  to  and 
from  work  in  Lee  County  at  the  time  of  the  1960  census. 
At  that  time  there  were  961  more  workers  in-commuting 
than  out-commuting,   The  greatest  portion  of  those 
commuting  into  Lee  County  came  from  Harnett  County,  Be- 
tween 1960  and  1966  Harnett  County  increased  in  popula- 
tion by  2  percent  while  Lee  County  increased  by  almost 
10  percent  in  the  same  period,   Thus  the  population 
trends  since  1960  have  reflected  the  favorably  employ- 
ment situation  in  Lee  County, 

The  Lee  County  economy  in  1960  was  supporting  substan- 
tially more  people  than  resided  within  the  county,   The 
net  difference  of  in-  and  out-commuters  gives  a  good 
indication  of  the  potential  population  growth  as  shown 
by  the  population  trends  since  1960,   The  Employment 
Security  Commission  estimates  of  the  local  work  force 
indicate  chat  there  are  still  a  substantial  number  of 
workers  commuting  into  Lee  County,  and  the  population 
will  probably  continue  to  increase  at  a  rate  slightly 
greater  than  the  natural  rate  of  increase  if  the  present 
employment  patterns  continue. 
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1960  WORKER  COMMUTER  PATTERNS 


Count  ies  In 
Mobility  Pattern 


Went  Out  Of 

County  To 

Work  In 


Came  Into 
County  To 
Work  From 


Chatham  County 
Cumberland  County 
Durham  County 
Guilford  County 
Harnett  County 
Montgomery  County 
Moore  County 
Randolph  County 
Wake  County 
E lsewhere 

Subtotals 

Net  Gain  961  Workers 

Lee  County 

(reside  and  work) 

Place  of  work 
not  reported 

Employed  residents 


196 

161 

19 

8 

51 

88 

17 

68 

out- 

157 

commu  t  ing 

765 

8,681 


239 


9,685 
Total  employed  in  Lee  County,  1960 


342 
16 


1,003 

4 

323 

38 


commu  t  ing  1,726 


residents  1,726 
10,646 


Sanford's  labor  recruiting  area  covers  a  radius  of  20 
road  miles  -  approximately  25  to  35  minutes  driving  time. 
The  area  includes  the  whole  of  Lee  County  and  portions  of 
Chatham,  Harnett,  Moore,  and  Wake  Counties.   According  to 
1960  census  data,  56,905  persons  reside  within  20  miles 
of  Sanf ord . 


ESTIMATE  OF  RECRUITABLE 
WORKERS 


107 


RECRUITABLE  PRODUCTION- 
RELATED  WORKERS 
(DECEMBER,  1966)* 


Total  Available 
Worker  s 

Experienced  Manuf. 
%  of  total 

All  Other 
Experienced 
%  of  total 

I nexp  .  but 
Re  f e  rab  le  and 
Trainab  le 
%  of  total 


Ma  le 


1,325 


Fema le 


1,750 


Tota  1 


3  ,075 


200 

450 

650 

6.5% 

14.6% 

2  1,1% 

285 

330 

615 

9,3% 

10.8% 

20.  1% 

840 

970 

1,810 

27.3% 

31.5% 

5  8.8% 

SELECTED  EXPERIENCED 
MANUFACTURING  WORKERS  BY 
INDUSTRY  ("FCEMBER,  1966)* 


Industry 


Text i  les 
Incl. 
Hos  i  ery 

Apparel 

Fur  ni  t  ur e 

Non-E  lee. 
Mach  a 

Elec,  Mach, 

Tob  ac  co 


Proce  s  s  i  ng 


Machine  Trades 


95 

35 

25 

5 


Bench  Work 


75 

5 

10 
145 


150 


*  N.  C,  Bureau  of  Employment  Security  Research. 
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Es  t  im 

of  fie 
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area 

were 

This 

the  a 

work? 

work 

t  ra  in 

elude 


a  tes 


prepared  by  local  Employment  Security  Commission 
es  serving  the  area  indicate  that  in  December  of  1966 

were  3,075  persons  within  Sanford's  labor  recruiting 
who  possessed  manufacturing  job  experience  or  who 
deemed  to  be  trainable  for  jobs  in  manufacturings 
estimate   does  not  include  all  potential  workers  in 
~o   It  includes  only  potential  pr oduc t ion— r e la  ted 
rs  who  would  be  qualified  for  and  willing  to  accept 
in  a  manufacturing  industry.   The  inexperienced  but 
able  worker  estimate,  numbering  1,810,  does  not  i n- 

persons  over  45  years  of  age. 


The  employment  structure  as  illustrated  by  the  percen- 
tages of  total  employment  in  each  industry  provides  an 
additional  means  of  analyzing  the  county  economy,   Changes 
from  one  period  to  another  within  the  county  employment 
structure  show  the  trends  of  local  business.   Comparison 
of  the  county  structure  with  the  state  and  national 
structures  gives  an  indication  of  the  relative  health  of 
the  county  economy  as  well  as  the  changes  which  would 
probably  occur  as  the  county  structure  approaches  the 
national  structure,   Long  term  trends  in  the  national 
structure  also  give  a  good  indication  of  what  may  be  ex- 
pected to  take  place  in  the  future^   While  no  local  area, 
state  or  region  may  be  expected  to  match  the  national 
structure,  most  changes  which  will  occur  will  be  in  that 
direction. 


EMPLOYMENT  STRUCTURE 


The  greatest  change  in  the  county  employment  structure 
since  the  1940's  has  been  the  decrease  in  agricultural 
employment.   In  1940,  almost  40  percent  of  the  total 
employment  was  in  agriculture  in  Lee  County  while  less 
than  20  percent  of  all  employed  workers  in  the  U.  So  were 
employed  in  agriculture  at  that  time.   In  1965,  the  per- 
centage of  workers  employed  in  agriculture  in  Lee  County 
was  actually  less  than  the  national  percentage. 
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PERCENT  OF  TOTAL  EMPLOYMENT 
EMPLOYED  IN  EACH  INDUSTRY 
(  1940-1960) 


Agr  icu  lture 

Manufacturing 
Durables 
Non-durables 

Construction 

Transports  tier,  Communications 
and  Utilities 

Who  lesale  Trade 

All  Retail 

Services 

Other  Industry  Not  Reported, 
Forestry,  Fishing  and  Mining 


Total  Employed 


1940 


19  50 


1960 


Lee 

N,  Co 

U_^S^ 

Lee 

N„  C„ 

Uo  S  , 

Lee 

N.  C, 

U  =  S  , 

39,8 

33,8 

18,7 

22  ,2 

24,6 

12,2 

9,3 

12,8 

6,6 

20,9 

27,1 

23,7 

29  .7 

27-9 

2  6,0 

3  7,7 

3  1,7 

27  ,  1 

12,8 

6  ,0 

11,4 

19,5 

7,4 

13,8 

28,4 

9,2 

15,2 

8,  1 

2  1  ,  1 

12  ,3 

10,2 

20,5 

12,2 

9,3 

22,5 

11,9 

4c  5 

3,9 

4,6 

7  .0 

5,9 

6:  1 

6,  1 

6,  1 

5,9 

3,3 

3  ,5 

7,0 

3  ,9 

4,5 

7,9 

3,4 

4,6 

6,9 

2.3  1 o  5  2,7 
8,0    9,1  14,0 

19,8   19,2  25,4 

1.4  1,9  3,9 
100%   100%  100% 


3 « 2  2,2  3,5 
12  6  12,1  15,1 
19,2   20,7   25,8 


3,7  2,7  3,4 
14,3  13,3  14,8 
22,6   25,2   30,1 


2,2    2,1    3,4     2,9    3,6    5,2 
100%   100%   100%    100%   100%   100% 


SOURCE:   If*  S,  Census  of  Population, 


The  industry  showing  the  greatest  increases  since  1940 
in  Lee  County  is  manufacturing.   The  percentage  of 
workers  in  manufacturing  is  now  considerably  greater  than 
in  the  nation  as  a  whole.   While  some  expansion  of  manu- 
facturing in  the  county  may  be  expected  in  the  future, 
the  increases  probably  will  not  be  as  great  as  they  were 
in  the  1950  '  s - 

National  trends  of  significance  are  "he  drastic  reduc- 
tions in  agricultural  employment,  the  moderate  increases 
in  manufacturing  employment  to  1960  and  subsequent 
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decreases,  and  the  long  term  increases  in  service  employ- 
ments  The  national  trends  most  likely  to  be  reflected  in 
the  Lee  County  economy  in  the  future  are  the  leveling  off 
of  manufacturing  employment  and  increases  of  employment 
in  services.   Agricultural  employment  may  show  minor  de- 
creases in  the  future  but  no  major  change  is  likely. 


Uni  ted  States*   Lee  County** 


Agriculture 

Manufacturing 

Cons  true  t  ion 

Transportation,  Communica- 
tions and  Utilities 

Trade 

Finance,  Insurance  and 
Real  Estate 

Service 

Gove  r nme  nt 

Other  (Mining,  self-employed, 
and  domes  tics) 


5.7 

5.4 

25.9 

41.5 

5,6 

5.9 

5.6 

2.3 

18.4 

13.4 

4.3 

2.0 

16.5 

5.7 

17.0 

6.7 

PERCENT  OF  TOTAL  EMPLOYMENT 
EMPLOYED  IN  EACH  INDUSTRY 
(  1965) 


0.9 


17.  1 


Total  Employed 


10  07. 


10  0% 


*   Bureau  of  the  Census,  Long  Term  Economic  Growth  (I860- 
1965) ,  p.  79. 

**  N.  C«  Bureau  of  Employment  Security  Research,  1965 
Annual  Average  Work  Force  Estimates. 
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AGRICULTURE 


Sanford  and  Lee  County  have  an  agricultural  background 
but  the.  relative  importance  of  agriculture  in  the 
economy  is  decreasing  as  manufacturing  and  commerce  grow 
in  the  county.   The  county  is  retaining  its  agricultural 
base  and  farm  income  continues  to  increase  gradually, 
but  opportunities  for  expansion  of  agricultural  activi- 
ties are  limited. 


Sanford 
farming, 
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The  approximate  value  of  farm  products  sold  in  1964  was 
$6,929,300,   There  have  been  drastic  decreases  in  the 
absolute  number  of  people  employed  in  agriculture  as 
well  as  the  percentage  of  the  total  labor  force  so 
employed  since  the  1940's,   Less  than  10  percent  of  the 
employed  labor  force  in  the  county  was  employed  in 
agriculture  in  1964,   It  is  not  likely  that  future  de- 
creases in  agricultural  employment  will  be  as  great  as 
they  have  been  in  the  last  25  years,   However,  it  may  be 
safe  to  assume  that  future  farm  employment  will  be 
limited,  more  or  less,  to  the  operators  of  viable  farm 
units.   If  this  is  taken  to  mean  those  farm  units  with 
a  value  of  products  sold  of  $5,000  or  more,  future  farm 
employment  will  eventually  level  off  at  about  400  farm 
operators  and  50  to  75  regular  hired  workers. 


*  Lee  County  Extension  Long-Term  Program  Statement, 
(1967-1971). 
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1940* 
1950* 
1960* 
1965** 


Tota  1 
Emp loy ed 

5,946 

8,795 

9,921 

12,850 


Emp  loyed  in 
Agr ic u  1  tur e 

2,3  69 

1  ,954 

911 

770 


Pe  r ce  nt  in 
Agriculture 


39  o  8% 
22.3 
9o2 
6o0 


*   U,  So  Census  of  Population. 

**  No  Co  Bureau  of  Employment  Security  Research  estimate 
for  mid-March,  1965, 


AGRICULTURAL  EMPLOYMENT  IN 
LEE  COUNTY  ( 1940-65) 


Mechanization  of  agriculture  is  a  major  factor  in  deter- 
mining agricultural  labor  requirements.   Tobacco,  the 
dominant  cash  crop  at  the  present  time,  still  requires  a 
large  amount  of  hand  labor,   The  market  and  controls  have 
resulted  in  small  fields  stressing  high  production  with 
hand  labor.   Neither  of  these  factors  favor  mechanization 
efforts  or  technological  developments.   Any  of  the  fac- 
tors relating  to  tobacco  may  change  but  any  changes 
would  only  result  in  lower  labor  requirements  and  a  de- 
creasing farm  population. 

Farm  owned  land  totaled  90,675  acres  in  1965  -  55o6  per- 
cent of  the  land  area  in  Lee  County,   The  general  trend 
shows  a  decrease  in  the  percentage  of  land  which  is  farm 
owned.   The  Forest  Survey  Statistics  shows  that  about 
111,000  acres  are  in  commercial  forests  in  Lee  County.* 
A  little  less  than  60,000  acres  of  this  are  farmer  owned. 
About  90  percent  of  the  land  in  Lee  County  is  in  some 
type  of  rural  use. 

*  Preliminary  Forest  Survey  Statistics  for  the  Southern 
Coastal  Plain  of  N,  Co,  1962;   II.  S,  Department  of 

Agr  iculture. 
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AGRICULTURE  (1954-1964,) 

Numbe  r  of  Farms 

Farms  of  less  than  50  acres 

Ac  res  in  Fa  rms 

Average  Size  of  Farm 

V'erage  Value  of  Farm 

Acres  of  Cropland  Harvested 

Values  of  Farm  Products  Sold 
Total 
Cx  ops 

Livestock  and  Livestock 
Products 

A"e  '  a  ge  Per  Farm 


1954 

19  59 

%  Change 

1964 

%    Change 

1,500 

1,064 

-29,  1% 

946 

-12,  5% 

1,348 

511 

-62,0 

456 

-10,7 

108,41  1 

88,041 

-18,8 

90,675 

+3,0 

72,3 

82,7 

+  14,4 

95,9 

+  16,0 

$7,833 

$16,719 

+116,0 

$25,766 

+  54,2 

24,040 

19  ,894 

-17  ,2 

15,400 

-22,6 

$4,  144,8.'2 

$4 

,614,  199 

+ 1  1  o  3 

$6 

,92?  ,286 

+  50,2 

$3,616,019 

$3 

,690,729 

+  2,  1 

$^ 

,  9  J  3  ,784 

+33,7 

$449  ,268 

$92  i ,4^0 

+10  7,8 

$1 

,993  ,412 

+115,9 

$2,763 


$4,519    +63,5 


$7,323    +62,0 


SOURCE;   U:  S,  Census  of  Agriculture 


The  number  of  farms  is  decreasing,   Fnm  1954  to  1959; 
the  number  :>  f  farms  decreased  by  25  percent,  and  between 
1959  and  !9  64  the  number  of  farms  had  decreased  by  11 
percent  to  a  total  of  946  farms,   The  average  size  ard 
value  of  farms  is  increasing  as  t^e  number  decreases, 
The  average  size  in  1964  was  q ^ > 9  acres  and  the  average 
value  was  $25,766,   About  half  of  the  farms  still  ha'-e 
less  than  50  acres  and  9  percent  (83)  have  less  than  10 
acres  , 

Perhaps  more  significant  is  the  downward  trend  in 
harvested  cropland,   A  total  of  15,400  acres  of  cropland 
was  harvested  in  1964,   This  was  a  decrease  of  22,6  per- 
cent over  the  area  harvested  in  1959,   Woodlands  and 
pasture  areas  have  increased  slightly  to  make  up  for  the 
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losses  in  croplands™   Acreages  of  wheat,  oats,  and  corn 
showed  major  decreases  during  the  period,  and  soybean 
acreage  increased-   Although  4,2  percent  fewer  acres  were 
devoted  to  tobacco  in  1964  than  in  1959,  production  was 
43  percent  greater.   This  is  partially  due  to  the  effects 
of  government  controls  on  allotments  and  the  resulting 
production  methods. 

Sixty  percent  of  the  farms  were  classified  as  tobacco 
farms  in  1964.*   This  is  by  far  the  predominant  farm 
type.   About  5  percent  are  classified  as  poultry,  dairy, 
or  livestock  farms  and  most  of  the  rest  are  unclassified. 
A  total  of  681  farms  (72  percent  of  all  farms)  reported 
harvesting  tobacco. 

Only  70  percent  (662)  of  the  farms  in  the  county  were 
classified  as  commercial  in  1964.   Farms  classified  as 
commercial  are,  in  general,  all  farms  with  a  total  value 
of  products  sold  amounting  to  $2,500  or  more.   Farms  with 
sales  of  $50  to  $2,499  are  classified  as  commercial  if 
the  farm  operator  was  under  65  years  of  age  and  (1)  he 
did  not  work  off  the  farm  100  or  more  days  during  the 
year  and  (2)  the  income  received  by  the  operator  and 
members  of  his  family  from  nonfarm  sources  was  less  than 
the  value  of  all  farm  products  sold.   Ninety-four  of  the 
commercial  farms  reported  sales  less  than  $2,500  indi- 
cating what  is  probably  a  very  low  income  for  the  opera- 
tor.  A  total  of  378  farm  operators  reported  that  the 
value  of  farm  products  sold  was  less  than  $2,500*   A 
sample  survey  also  showed  that  approximately  450  farm- 
operator  households  had  total  incomes  less  than  $2,500  in 
1964. 


To  be  classified  as  a  particular  type,  a  commercial 
farm  had  to  have  sales  of  a  particular  product  or  group 
of  products  amounting  in  value  to  50  percent  or  more  of 
the  total  value  of  all  farm  products  sold  during  the 
year  by  the  farm. 
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The  proportion  of  tenant  operated  farms  is  decreasing. 
Only  one  farm  in  five  was  tenant  operated  in  1964=   About 
20  percent  of  the  tenants  were  Negroes  while  less  than 
14  percent  of  the  full  owners  and  part  owners  were 
Negroes ■ 


MANUFACTURING 


EMPLOYMENT  IN  MANUFACTURING 

Total  Emp loy ed 

Employed  in  Manufacturing 

7,  of  total 

7.  of  total  in  durables 

7.  of  total  in  no n- durables 


The  percentage  of  workers  employed  in  manufacturing  in 
Lee  County  has  continued  to  increase  since  1940*   Manu- 
facturing is  an  unusually  large  industry  in  Lee  County 
with  41.5  percent  of  all  workers  employed  in  the  county 
being  engaged  in  manufacturing  in  1965. 

North  Carolina  has  a  high  percentage  of  workers  employed 
in  the  production  of  non-durable  goods  as  compared  to 
the  U,  So   This  is  not  the  case  in  Lee  County  which  has 
an  unusually  high  proportion  of  workers  employed  in  the 
production  of  durable  goods ,   Recent  developments  in 
machinery  manufacturing  in  the  county  have  continued  this 
pattern.   The  new  industries  manufacturing  durable  goods 
usually  require  higher  educational  and  skill  levels  than 
did  many  of  the  older  manufacturing  industries  or  many 
of  the  industries  manufacturing  non-durable  goods.   How- 
ever, wages  are  also  usually  higher,  therefore  attrac- 
ting workers  from  greater  distances, 


1940* 


1950* 


1960* 


19  6  5** 


5,946 
1,240 
2  0,97. 
12.87, 
8,  17. 


8,795 
2  ,608 
2  9  ,77. 
19.57, 
10,27, 


9  ,921 
3  ,742 
3  7.77. 
2  8.47. 
9.37. 


14,  150 
5,850 
41,57. 

N  .A. 

N.A. 


*   U. 
**  N  , 


S.  Census  of  Population, 

C,  Bureau  of  Employment  Security  Research, 
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PRODUCTIVITY 


MANUFACTURING  IN  LEE  COUNTY 


No,  of  Establishments 
No.  of  Employees 
Payroll  ($1,000) 
Value  Added  ($1,000) 


1958 


76 

3,922 

$11,499 

$18,016 


1963 


75 

5,066 

$16,813 

$32,322 


°L    Change 


-1.4% 
+  29.3 
+  46.2 
+79.5 


1958 


1963 


Va  lue    Added 

Pay 

Productivity 


$4,594 
$2,932 
$1  ,662 


SOURCE:   Census  of  Manufacturing, 


$6,400 
$3  ,330 
$3,079 


The  data  presented  shows  a  substantial  gain  in  produc- 
tivity per  employee  between  1958  and  1963.   Average  pay 
per  employee  did  not  increase  greatly  during  the  period 
indicating  that  incomes  have  not  improved  as  much  as  the 
overall  employment  situation  since  1960.   Greater  invest- 
ments have  probably  been  made  in  plants  and  machinery, 
increasing  workers'  productivity  but  not  greatly  affecting 
the  ir  wage  s . 
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COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITY 


Major  gains  were  made  in  commercial  activity  in  Lee 
County  between  1958  and  1963,  as  Sanford  continued  as  a 
commercial  center  for  a  region  considerably  larger  than 
the  county.   During  the  period  retail  sales  increased  by 
almost  50  percent,  substantially  more  than  the  30  percent 
gain  for  the  state.   Receipts  from  selected  services  also 
showed  a  major  gain  of  42.7  percent,  somewhat  less  than 
the  45  percent  increase  for  the  state.   Receipts  from 
wholesaling  increased  by  less  than  10  percent,  much  less 
than  the  45  percent  increase  for  the  state* 


TRADE  AND  SERVICE 


Retail  Trade 

No.  of  Establishments 
Payroll  ($1,000) 
Sales  ($1,000) 
No.  of  Employees 

Who  lesale  Trade 

No.  of  Establishments 
Payroll  ($1,000) 
Sales  ($1,000) 
No.  of  Emp loy ee  s 

Selected  Services* 

No,  of  Establishments 
Payroll  ($1,000) 
Sales  ($1,000) 
Emp  loyee  s 


Lee  County 

San 

ford 

7.  of 

7. 

County 

1958 

1963 

Changes 

1958 

1963 

in  1963 

272 

357 

+3  1.3 

189 

270 

7  5.67. 

$2,  195 

$3 ,494 

+  59.2 

$2,059 

$3 

,297 

94.4 

$24,051 

$36,002 

+  49.7 

$21,121 

$32 

,652 

90.7 

1,115 

1  ,  199 

+  7  .5 

1  ,049 

1 

,  105 

92.2 

42 

43 

+  2.4 

33 

38 

88.4 

$1,214 

$1  ,664 

+3  7.1 

$1,083 

$1 

,462 

87  .9 

$23  ,392 

$25, 141 

+  7  .5 

$19  ,339 

$22 

,044 

87.7 

391 

417 

+  6.6 

324 

351 

84,2 

1  1  1 

165 

+  48.6 

89 

120 

72.7 

643 

828 

+  28,8 

579 

740 

89.4 

$2,345 

$3  ,347 

+  42.7 

$1  ,992 

$2 

,744 

82,0 

326 

347 

+  6,4 

286 

302 

87  ,0 

*  Selected  services  include  lodging  places,  personal 

services  (barber  and  beauty  shops,  shoe  repair,  etc,); 
miscellaneous  repair  services  (radio,  watch,  furniture, 
etc,),  recreation  services,  and  auto  services, 
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Most  commercial  activity  in  Lee  County  takes  place  in 
Sanford.   In  1963,  Sanford  accounted  for  90.7  percent  of 
the  retail  sales,  87.7  percent  of  receipts  from  whole- 
saling, and  82  percent  of  receipts  from  selected  services. 
This  has  not  changed  greatly  in  the  recent  past  as  commer- 
cial activities  continue  to  be  centered  in  Sanford  or  the 
immediate  vicinity. 

The  major  recent  development  in  retail  trade  in  Lee 
County  is  the  Kendale  shopping  center  in  the  Jonesboro 
Heights  section  of  Sanford.   This  illustrates  the  recent 
trends  in  retail  trade  brought  about  by  the  necessity  for 
easy  access  by  automobile  and  space  for  parking.   Another 
major  shopping  center  is  proposed  on  the  western  edge  of 
Sanford  at  the  intersection  of  the  bypass  and  Spring 
Lane  . 
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SUMMARY  AND  OUTLOOK 
INCOME 

LABOR  FORCE 


EMPLOYMENT 


AGRICULTURE 


MANUFACTURING 


COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITY 


Incomes  are  increasing  as  wages  in  almost  all  jobs  are 
being  raisedo   Most  new  jobs  are  in  manufacturing  where 
wages  are  usually  higher- 

The  labor  force  is  increasing  with  the  population  growth 
of  the  county.   Educational  levels  are  improving  as  a 
larger  proportion  of  students  finish  high  school. 
Central  Carolina  Technical  Institute  provides  special 
training  for  various  segments  of  the  community,  but  more 
special  training  should  be  provided  at  the  high  school 
leve  1  o 

Employment  has  been  increasing  faster  than  the  labor 
force  since  1960o   The  general  trend  in  the  rate  of  un- 
employment has  been  one  of  decrease  but  the  county  rate 
remains  higher  than  that  of  the  state, 

Agriculcural  production  and  income  continue  to  increase 
gradually  even  though  the  number  of  farms,  farm  laborers 
and  harvested  cropland  continue   to  decrease,   Further 
decreases  in  farm  employment  and  harvested  acreage  will 
probably  take  place  a?  more  efficient  methods  are 
adopted  • 

Productivity  as  measured  Dy  value  added  per  employee  has 
increased  in  recent  years-   Productivity  will  probably 
continue  to  increase  as  greater  investments  are  made  ir. 
productive  machinery  and  there  is  less  dependence  upon 
unskilled  labor. 

Retail  sales  and  receipts  from  services  have  greatly  in- 
creased in  the  county.   This  is  the  sector  of  the  economy 
expected  to  make  the  greatest  advances  in  U,  S,  economy 
and  even  greater  increases  may  be  expected  in  Lee  County 
as  the  economy  continues  to  grow  and  rhe  percentage  of 
employees  in  retail  trade  an  d  services  approaches  the 
national  distribution.   Many  of  the  new  commercial  and 
service  facilities  may  be  expected  to  Locate  in  suburban 
areas  as  they  foil  ipmenl 
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The  following  studies  and  plans  have  been  prepared  and 
published  for  the  Sanford  Planning  Board  by  the  Division 
of  Community  Planning: 


Population 

Economy 

Central  Area  Proposal 

Land  Development  Plan 

Zoning  Ordinance 

Neighborhood  Analysis 

Community  Facilities  Plan 

Capital  Improvements  Program 

Subdivision  Ordinance 

Community  Appearance  Plan 


June,  1963 
August,  1963 
August,  1963 
August,  1963 
Novembe  r  ,  19  65 
April,  1966 
June,  1964 
May,  1966 
April,  1967 
August  ,  1967 
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